
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 9, 2008 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL 
CITY COUNCIL 
 
Mr. James Johnson rang the bell to announce the start of the meeting.  RINGING OF BELL 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.    CALL TO ORDER 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen John Boelkens, present, Nina  ROLL CALL 
Cooper, present, Diane Lego, present, Doug Bergren, present, Bill Sparboe, present, and Doris Bork, 
present. 
Alderman Lego led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Pastor West gave the invocation. 
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Cooper seconded to approve the  MINUTES 
the minutes from the August 26, 2008 regular meeting as presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Boelkens, 
yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The 
motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Boelkens moved and Alderman Bork seconded to authorize the  ACCOUNTS 
payment of the accounts payable to date for the month of September 2008 as PAYABLE 
approved by the finance committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, 
Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, and Boelkens, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates noted the total in the checking bank accounts was at $825,628.80 FINANCIAL 
as of today. He noted that there was two funds (sewer fund and recreation fund)  REPORT 
that would need to be reviewed at the next meeting. Alderman Boelkens moved and Alderman Cooper 
seconded to approve the financial report as submitted. Roll call vote: Aldermen Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, 
Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, and Cooper, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was 
carried. 
           COMMITTEES 
Alderman Sparboe reported of the September 9th finance committee meeting: FINANCE 

1. The bills were reviewed and approved. 
2. Reviewed the delinquent water bills. 
3. Discussed the annual tax levy. To try to stay under a 5% increase. Committee members to review 

the changes to the audit fund and garbage fund and discuss this again at the next meeting. 
 
Mr. Nick Wagner, P.E. of MSA was in attendance and presented the project  MSA PROJECT 
update for the Water Works Improvements Project.     UPDATE 
Contract #1 – Water Supply and Water Distribution (Loberg Excavating, Inc.) 
   The Well #4 general building construction is nearing completion. Well #4 pump will be purged this 
week: once completed a Partial B operating permit will be obtained from IEPA. Final electrical, 
plumbing, SCADA work and natural gas service will also be completed within the next week. Well #4 
should be on line by the end of next week. 
   Well #3 masonry work has started; this should take about 2 weeks to complete. Internal plumbing, 
electrical, and HV work will progress once the building shell is constructed. Well #2 will remain on line 
until Well #4 is completed and Well #3 is within 30 days of completion, which is scheduled for late 
October. 
   Water service lines and curb stop installation have started and will continue over the next couple of 
weeks. PRV station construction will also begin soon. Restoration item (curb and gutter, sidewalk, 
pavement and seal coat) work will be completed over the next two months in preparation for the winter 
months. 
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   Change Order #6 is being prepared which will include additional directional drilling performed on 
Broadway Street near the Pearl City Bank, addition of pipe sleeves on Alma Street (IEPA requirement), 
investigative work under IL Rte 78 relating to an encountered rouge pipe, and a steel casing extension to 
Well #3 to allow welding work to be performed. Once prepared, it will be presented to the city council 
for review and approval. 
   Loberg has submitted Payment Application #10 in the amount of $220,231.15 for the month of August 
2008. MSA recommends council approval. *Alderman Boelkens moved and PAYMENT 
Alderman Cooper seconded to authorize the mayor’s signature for Loberg’s APPLICATION  
Payment Application #10 to be submitted to the IEPA for a disbursement of loan money. Roll call vote: 
Aldermen Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, and Lego, yes. Vote: 6 
yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
Contract #2 – 300,000-Gallon Elevated Water Storage (Maguire Iron, Inc.) 
   Field erection of the tank continues as separate sections are welded together. These smaller sections 
will be pieced together once a large crane has mobilized onsite (September 15-17) Field erection should 
be completed by late September. Field painting, electrical work, cathodic protection, and other ancillary 
activities will be completed thereafter. 
   Maguire Iron has submitted Payment Application #6 in the amount of $71,999.99 for the month of 
August 2008. MSA recommends council approval. *Alderman Boelkens moved PAYMENT 
and Alderman Cooper seconded to authorize the mayor’s signature for Maguire’s APPLICATION 
Payment Application #6 to be submitted to the IEPA for loan money disbursement. Roll call vote: 
Aldermen Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, and Bergren, yes. Vote: 6 
yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
   Mr. Wagner reported that a progress meeting was held in city hall today. The next meeting was 
scheduled for October, 3, 2008; 8:00 a.m.; in City Hall. An updated newsletter about the project was 
also provided this evening. 
 
Mr. Lou Schau, CDC, was in attendance and presented an update of the   STONE HOUSE 
progress to address the safety issues at the “Stone House” located at the intersection of IL Route 78 and 
State Street. He stated they would be getting the weeds and grass under control and installing a new 
fence around the structure. The flow of water from the highway continues to be an erosion problem and 
they hope to have that resolved in the near future. He also provided the mission for the stone house 
restoration and park development. 
Mr. Schau reported that they now have the permits to install the directional SIGNS 
signs from Lake Carroll to Mount Carroll. The estimated cost of the signs is $1,000 and the Mount 
Carroll Rotary Club have committee to $600. Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Sparboe 
seconded to authorize the payment of $400 towards the signs for this CDC project. Roll call vote: 
Aldermen Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, and Sparboe, yes. Vote: 6 
yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried.  
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Boelkens seconded to authorize the  EPA LOAN 
Mayor to sign Draw #10 in the amount of $565,754.00 for the IEPA loan funds for the Water Works 
Improvements Project. Roll call vote: Aldermen Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, 
Sparboe, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Clerk Cuckler reported there was a distribution of $250 to Mary Kernan  PAINT 
at 107 North Main Street for the Paint Beautification Program. This makes three BEAUTIFICATION 
payments so far.  
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Mayor Bates reported that the attorney for the Colehour’s would be providing a petition to clear up the 
legal and title for the sale of the property where the Shaw’s grocery store is now located and has been 
for many years.  
 
Mayor Bates noted the next item was the street solicitation request from the STREET 
Lions Club for October 4th at the highway intersection and the Main and Market SOLICITATION 
Streets intersection in the downtown. Mayor Bates stated that due to the construction we restricted the 
Knights of Columbus on September 20th to the downtown area only. Mayor Bates stated he did not 
know where the construction would be at this later date. Chief Hockman stated that he got notification 
that there would be a detour for 30 days at this intersection to the south on Route 78. Alderman Sparboe 
moved and Alderman Bork seconded to approve the street solicitation request by the Lions Club for 
October 4th as submitted. Roll call vote: Aldermen Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, 
Bork, yes, and Boelkens, no. Vote: 5 yeses, 1 no and 0 absent. The motion was carried. Percy 
Vesperman was in attendance and thanked the council. He inquired whether the new playground 
equipment was here for Percy Park. Mayor Bates reported it was and whatever help that the Lions Club 
would provide would be appreciated. 
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Bork seconded to grant the raffle  RAFFLE LICENSE 
license to the Lions Club for the Grocery Shopping Spree. Roll call vote: Aldermen Lego, yes, Bergren, 
yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, and Cooper, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was 
carried. 
 
Mr. Clyde Whitmore, 203 South Carroll Street, was in attendance and asked the BUILDING PERMIT 
Council to consider approving the building permit he has submitted to the zoning officers to install a 
wood burning furnace structure. Mayor Bates stated that the zoning officers have asked the council to 
look at this as there are not any specific regulations in the city code. They felt he needed a permit for the 
outside structure. Mr. Whitmore stated he did not want to make this large investment if the city would be 
setting regulations that would prohibit his use in the near future. Mr. Whitmore stated that the structure 
would be positioned to the northwest of his residence and was 100’s of feet away from any other 
residence. The chimney would have an ash restrictor and no burning embers would be emitted from the 
chimney. Alderman Boelkens moved and Alderman Sparboe seconded to authorize the city zoning 
officers to sign the building permit submitted by Mr. Whitmore. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, 
Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, and Lego, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The 
motion was carried. 
 
Mr. Mark Roach, his wife Laura and father Gordon (Corky), were in attendance RIGHT OF WAY 
and questioned whether there was any concern posed to the council about Madison Street on the south 
side of IL Route 64? They stated they have some land in this area and in their research it seemed like 
there might be some overlapping of land within the deeds. And Mark Roach stated he felt some of the 
older deeds might indicate that Madison Street must have been vacated when the State received parcels 
for IL Route 64. Mr. and Mrs. Roach stated that they would like to know this information for sure as 
there was a change of hands with an adjoining property. Mayor Bates stated that he would like to contact 
the city attorney about how we should proceed with verifying this information. 
 
Mr. Len Anderson reported that the last Car Cruise Night was scheduled for CAR CRUISE 
September 20, 2008. As these have brought in many cruising vehicles and onlookers to the activity he 
was looking to schedule next year’s. He would like to know that this event would again be approved by  
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the council and he stated he had asked the mayor to present approval for City sponsorship of the car 
cruises and the Spring Fling in the Park to provide event insurance. Alderman Bork moved and 
Alderman Bergren seconded to authorize the city sponsorship of the car cruises in the downtown and the 
Spring Fling in the Park. Roll call vote: Aldermen Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, 
Boelkens, yes, and Cooper, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates reported that the Leadership Workshop he was to attend in Champaign, IL had been 
canceled by the Illinois Municipal League. There might be something in the spring. 
 
Aldermen Bergren asked for registration of $275.00, lodging and travel for the TAX INCREMENT 
Illinois Tax Increment Association conference in Chicago, IL on September 24th  CONFERENCE 
and 25th. Alderman Cooper moved and Alderman Bork seconded to approve the costs for Alderman 
Bergren to attend the Illinois Tax Increment Association Conference this month. Roll call vote: 
Aldermen Bergren, here, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, and Lego, yes. Vote: 5 
yeses, 1 present and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Boelkens seconded to adjourn the ADJOURNMENT 
meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, and 
Bergren, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 9:02 p.m. 
 
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the September 23, 2008 regular meeting. 
 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
 
      


