
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 24, 2008 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL CITY 
COUNCIL 
 
Mayor Bates called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. In attendance were Mayor Bates, Aldermen John 
Boelkens, Nina Cooper, Doug Bergren, Bill Sparboe, and Doris Bork. Mayor Bates noted that the 
meeting was scheduled for this time to conduct a review of the Open Meetings Act presented by the City 
Attorney Ronald Coplan. City Attorney Coplan discussed the Open Meetings Act with the mayor and 
council regarding the provisions and the consequences of violations. After an exchange of questions and 
answers regarding the provisions Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting to the finance committee at 7:10 
p.m. 
 
Mr. Len Anderson rang the bell to announce the start of the meeting. RINGING OF BELL 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.   CALL TO ORDER 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen John Boelkens, present,  ROLL CALL 
Nina Cooper, present, Doug Bergren, present, Bill Sparboe, present, Doris Bork, present, and Diane 
Lego, absent. 
Alderman Bergren led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Pastor David Vidler, First Lutheran Church, Mount Carroll gave the invocation. 
 
Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Boelkens seconded to approve  MINUTES 
the minutes of the June 10, 2008 regular meeting as presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Boelkens, yes, 
Cooper, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 
absent. The motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Boelkens moved and Alderman Sparboe seconded to authorize ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
the payment of the accounts payable to date for the month of June 2008 as approved by the finance 
committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Cooper, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, 
and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates reported of the bank account balances as of today. The  FINANCIAL REPORT 
beginning balance at the start of the month at $752,174.70 and the balance today at $766,173.76. 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Boelkens seconded to approve the financial report as 
presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, 
and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The motion was carried. 
          COMMITTEES 
Alderman Bergren reported of the June 18th historic preservation advisory HISTORIC 
committee meeting: The following was discussed under new business: PRESERVATION 

1. Discussed the requests for loan money from the Downtown Enhancement Program. The 
Glenview Hotel would like to borrow another $5,000 for window replacement, Jill Bess would 
like to borrow $5,000 for awnings, and Char Behrens would like to borrow $2,000 for railings 
for her front steps. The committee would like to recommend to the council to consider adding 
more to the program for these projects this year. 

2. Noted that the River View Center, Inc., a rape crisis center, was located in the Bess Realty 
building in the downtown. 

3. Noted there were two storeowners interested in the Paint Reimbursement Program being 
proposed this year. To finalize the program requirements. 

4. Noted there were several participants in the Mayfest bicycle tour of the Historic District. 
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Mayor Bates stated that there were a couple of issues regarding ordinances noted in the old business 
from this committee meeting. He stated that the city attorney had indicated to him that there are several 
state statutes that apply here. 
 
Mayor Bates reported of the June 23rd license and ordinance committee  LICENSE & ORDINANCE 
meeting: 

1. Discussed looking back at some regulations regarding the installation of fences. To pull out the 
examples provided by the city attorney from past meetings. 

2. Discussed regulations for wood burning stoves and furnaces and the burning of landscape waste. 
3. To pursue the purchase of signs for the park and cemetery asking the dog owners to pick up after 

their animals. 
4. Discussed the properties with tall weeds and grass and disrepair of several vacant homes. 

 
Alderman Bergren reported of the June 23rd police committee meeting: POLICE 

1. Chief Hockman asked about preparing specifications for the new squad car. If this was okay he 
would provide these at the next meeting. Consensus of the committee to ask the chief to provide 
the specs as stated at the next meeting. 

Alderman Bergren reported he had talked with a police officer from Byron, IL about the Chevy Impala 
that they are using. Noted that they were experiencing some of the same problems. 
 
Alderman Sparboe reported of the June 23rd streets and cemetery committee STREETS 
meeting:          & CEMETERY 

1. Mayor Bates noted that Superintendent Dauphin was on vacation through Wednesday this week. 
The city crew was working on sidewalks. 

2. Alderman Lego noted that two members of the cemetery board were not present. Maybe consider 
scheduling a different time for this committee to meet. 

3. Discussed some of the repairs needed at the cemetery. 
Alderman Bergren reported that he and Mr. Ken Lego of Mount Carroll attended the Cemetery 
Gravestone Restoration Workshop offered by Campbell Center this spring. 
 
Alderman Boelkens reported of the June 23rd water and sewer committee  WATER & SEWER 
meeting: 
1.   Nick Wagner of MSA was in attendance and provided a project status report. WATER TOWER 
He provided a drawing of the tank painting and asked for council feedback whether to approve the 6’ or 
7’ lettering. The consensus of the committee members present was to go ahead with the 7’ lettering. 

2. Superintendent Handel reported that the annual Consumer Confidence Report (CCR), Drinking 
Water Quality Report, was published in the newspaper as required by the EPA. 

3. Superintendent Handel asked to order the materials needed to repair the last clarifier at the 
treatment plant while they had the equipment set up to do this work. Alderman Boelkens 
presented the water and sewer committee recommendation to authorize the superintendent to 
order the materials needed from Siemens to repair the clarifier at the treatment plant at the cost 
of $4,400. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, 
Bergren, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The motion was carried.  

4. Superintendent Handel reported that Craig Vietmeyer was off as he had surgery performed on his 
ankle. He could be off for up to two weeks or more. 

5. Discussed the painting of the fire hydrants. Some might have to be re-done. 
6. Superintendent Handel commented that it has been a pleasure working with MSA and Loberg  
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      on the water improvements project. A very good working atmosphere. 
7. Alderman Boelkens asked about getting quotes for some shoring jacks for the city crew for when 

they are working on some of the water and sewer projects. Superintendent Handel to check on 
this. 

8. Discussed the sewer main near Mr. Paschke’s property to the east of IL Route 78. 
 
Alderman Sparboe reported of the June 24th finance committee meeting:  FINANCE 

1. The bills were reviewed and approved. 
2. Discussed the delinquent water bills. 
3. Alderman Sparboe presented the finance committee recommendation to POOL EMPLOYEE 

Hire Katy Rockafellow as a lifeguard at the swimming pool this season. Roll call vote: Aldermen 
Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 
yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The motion was carried.  

4. Discussed the Downtown Enhancement Program loan money. To consider adding more money  
to this as there have been more requests this year. 

5. Considered the provisions for the Painting Beautification Program. To set up an application with  
a first-come, first-serve return. Each applicant would receive a reimbursement of $250 for a 
completed painting job of their residence or business, and the maximum amount spent each year 
at $2,500. 

      6.   Alderman Sparboe presented the finance committee recommendation to COMPUTER 
            approve the proposal from Future Quest Technologies, Inc. to conduct MAINTENANCE 
            routine maintenance of the computer network system in the city hall office at the cost of 3 visits 
            at $135 and one visit at $195 to also conduct a check of the hardware equipment. Roll call vote: 
            Aldermen Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, and Lego, absent. 
            Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The motion was carried. 
            Alderman Sparboe noted that the committee was in agreement to ask Ms. Schroeder to provide a 
            proposal to conduct the same type of maintenance for the computers in the police and public 
            works departments. 
 
Mr. Len Anderson of the Friends of the Waukarusa reported that the work day at Point Rock Park went 
well and the park looks good. 
 
Mr. John Swiech, People for Progress with the CCI program, reported that the projects to be considered 
by the historic preservation committee were being reviewed for the short range goals to be achieved. To 
consider the cleaning and stacking of the bricks at the burning grounds and a business façade program in 
the downtown. Mr. Swiech also reported of the CDC activities. He reported that Lou Schau, president of 
the CDC board, was receiving an award from the Mount Carroll Rotary this evening for all of his work 
and activities on the board. He reported that they received word from US Congressman Don Manzullo’s 
office that the CDC was going to receive the USDA grant award of $99,000 to be used towards the 
Phase 1 rehabilitation of the Kraft building.  
 
Ms. Sharon Pepin, CFPS, was in attendance and reported that the EPA had received LOAN & 
and approved the last draw request for the loan monies. The total was $5,400 less than GRANTS 
requested, and she was checking on that issue. The check should be into the city within the next two 
weeks. She also reported that the Mount Carroll Fire Protection District had been awarded a Homeland 
Security Grant in the amount of $36,000 for the department to purchase new helmets, coats, boots and 
other turn-out equipment. 
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Alderman Bork reported of the progress of the painting and cleaning up of COMMUNITY HOUSE 
the community house. Everything is scheduled to be ready for the Lutheran Church service on June 29th. 
Mayor Bates stated that the church was planning to contribute back about $1,600 towards this project. 
Pastor David Vidler addressed the council and expressed his appreciation to the council for their 
cooperation and invited everyone to the 150-year celebration on Sunday. Alderman Bork noted that 
another issue noticed at the community house was some deterioration around the north wall. 
 
Mayor Bates stated that he received information from Jo Carroll Energy about a proposed installation of 
new power lines and poles at the park to service electric to Mr. Law’s property to the south. He stated he 
would have this provided to the council for their review at the next meeting. 
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Boelkens seconded to adjourn   ADJOURNMENT 
the meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, 
and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 8:16 p.m. 
 
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the July 8, 2008 regular meeting. 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
 
 
 
 


