
MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 9, 2008 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL CITY 
COUNCIL 
 
Ms. Eina Schroeder rang the bell to announce the start of the meeting.  RINGING OF BELL 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. Roll call: Mayor Carl CALL TO ORDER 
Bates, present, Aldermen John Boelkens, present, Nina Cooper, present, Diane ROLL CALL 
Lego, present, Doug Bergren, present, Bill Sparboe, present, and Doris Bork, present. 
Alderman Bill Sparboe led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Alderman Boelkens gave the invocation. 
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Bork seconded to approve the minutes MINUTES 
of the November 25, 2008 regular meeting as presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Boelkens, yes, 
Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion 
was carried. 
 
Alderman Boelkens moved and Alderman Bork seconded to authorize the  ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
payment of the accounts payable to date for the month of December 2008 as approved by the finance 
committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, and 
Boelkens, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates reported the bank checking account balances were $788,094.15 FINANCIAL 
as of today. Alderman Boelkens moved and Alderman Cooper seconded to  REPORT 
approve the financial report as presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, 
yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, and Cooper, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
           COMMITTEES 
Alderman Sparboe reported of the December 9th finance committee meeting: FINANCE 

1. The bills were reviewed and approved. 
2. Alderman Sparboe presented the finance committee recommendation to HOLIDAY AD 

approve the holiday ad in the Mirror Democrat as last year with the addition of “Merry 
Christmas” in the bottom section. Total cost at $84.00. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, 
Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, and Lego, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. 
The motion was carried. 

3. Discussed the delinquent water bills. 
4. The finance committee discussed the MSA engineering costs proposed for the extension of the 

water system improvements project. 
5. Alderman Sparboe provided a large bolt that had caused tire damage to his son’s vehicle over the 

Thanksgiving holiday. The question was to ask the street superintendent whether this was a bolt 
from the Galena Street bridge. 

6. The committee reviewed the cost estimates for the Commercial Street Utilities Extension. The 
cost to contract the work was estimated at $90, 000 plus engineering costs. Mayor Bates reported 
that if the city crew were to do this project the costs would be closer to $30,000. To look at the 
funding for this and discuss with the staff about a project schedule. 

 
Mr. Len Anderson, Friends of the Waukarusa, was in attendance and   CONTRIBUTION 
reported of the generous contributions from several donors to the Bob Hutchison Memorial Fund to be 
used towards park improvements. He stated the funds total over $10,000 and that the Friends would be 
putting together a proposal to the city for possible park trail improvements. The council members 
thanked Mr. Anderson for all of his efforts. 
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Mr. Lou Schau, CDC, was in attendance and reported that the committee was interviewing renters for 
the Kraft building in the spring. The volunteers for the Stone House were still working on solving the 
water problems. 
 
Mr. Steve Haring, MSA Professional Services, Inc., was in attendance to   MSA UPDATE 
provide the projects update:  

• Digester Cover Replacement – Donated Service (No Fee) 
Walker Process Equipment provided a new quote for the digester materials fabrication and 
delivery of $94,850. $2,050 less than the original quote. The revised quote is provided for 
Council consideration. The OCECO quote for the miscellaneous appurtenances for the cover is 
also still valid. These items total $3,580. Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Boelkens 
seconded to waive the bid process to accept the Walker Process Equipment quote for the digester 
cover. Mayor Bates noted that this was the contractor that had built the original cover back in the 
1960’s. Roll call vote: Aldermen Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, 
yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. Alderman Boelkens 
moved and Alderman Bork seconded to accept the Walker Process Equipment quote for the 
manufacture of the new digester cover materials at the cost of $94,850. Roll call vote: Aldermen 
Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, and Boelkens, yes. Vote: 6 yeses 
and 0 noes. The motion was carried. Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Boelkens 
seconded to approve the purchase of the equipment from OCECO of Tiffin, Ohio for the other 
miscellaneous equipment for the digester at the cost of $3,580. Roll call vote: Aldermen Lego, 
yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, and Cooper, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 
noes. The motion was carried. 

• Phase 2 Water Works Improvements- Contract #1 
Well #3 plumbing and electrical construction continues and should be completed in 2 weeks. The 
SCADA installation is nearing completion; well #3 and #4 will be on line by the end of the 
month. Well #2 would then be taken off line. The pressure relief valve #3 and water main tie in 
at Mill and Benton Streets remains to be completed. Change order #9 in reference to contract 
time extensions and Change order #10 regarding costs for well #2 and #3 electrical service 
installation, and water service and PRV site quantities that exceeded the bid value, were 
presented for council approval. Mayor Bates noted that he had some questions about these 
change orders before recommending approval. Noted due to the weather Nick or Marty were not 
able to attend this evenings meeting. To consider these at the next meeting. Mayor Bates stated 
that he had contacted the property owner adjoining the PRV #3 tie in about being on his property 
in order to finish the tie in work. He noted that he had approval from this property owner and 
asked Mr. Haring to relay that information to Nick and Marty. Loberg has submitted payment 
application #13 in the amount of $209,330.57 for the month of November. MSA recommends 
council approval. Alderman Boelkens moved and Alderman Sparboe seconded to approve 
payment application #13 for Loberg in the amount of $209,330.57 to be submitted to IEPA for a 
loan fund request. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, 
Cooper, yes, and Lego, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 

• Phase 2 Water Works Improvements – Contract #2 
The electrical installation is near completion. The final testing and construction will be 
suspended until the end of March 2009. Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Boelkens 
seconded to approve and authorize the mayor to sign Change Order #1 for Maguire Iron, Inc. for 
the contract time extension. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, 
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         Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, and Bergren, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
         Alderman Boelkens moved and Alderman Sparboe seconded to approve Payment Application #9  
         for Maguire Iron, Inc. in the amount of $78,562.50 to be submitted to IEPA for a loan fund  
         request. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes,  
         and Sparboe, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 

• It was noted that the next project progress meeting was scheduled for January 5th at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Mayor Bates asked the council to consider the consultants’ proposals for the CIP 
proposed Capital Improvement Plan. From Sharon Pepin, Community Funding and Planning Services, 
$3,300.00 and from Steve Haring, MSA Professional Services, Inc., $2,200.00. He stated he felt the city 
needed again to establish the priority projects for the next five years. He stated that Sharon was not able 
to attend this evening’s meeting due to a family commitment. Mr. Steve Haring stated that he had talked 
with the mayor about this matter and left the council chambers. Alderman Sparboe stated he felt the city 
should save the money. Alderman Bork, Bergren and Cooper stated that they felt the city should stay 
with Sharon Pepin, she was familiar with funding sources and her follow up and follow through with the 
grants was known to us. Mayor Bates noted that he would be fine with either one and that MSA would 
want to continue as the city’s consulting engineers. Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Bergren 
seconded to hire Sharon Pepin, CFPS, to conduct the CIP services at the cost of $3,300.00. Roll call 
vote: Aldermen Sparboe, no, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, and Bergren, yes. Vote: 
5 yeses and 1 no. The motion was carried. Mayor Bates asked everyone to check their calendars to 
reschedule the retreat for January 24, 2009 instead of the 10th. 
 
Mayor Bates stated he would check with the city attorney about the progress of the commercial vehicle 
parking ordinance. Alderman Bork stated that she had a call about all of the vehicles parked outside of 
the buildings at the Law’s Excavating business on East Benton Street. Also, the council discussed the 
parking in the downtown during the winter season and what procedures are taken by the streets and 
police department after the winter snows.  
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Boelkens seconded to pass Ordinance ORDINANCE NO. 
No. 2008-11-6, AN AMENDMENT TO AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING 2008-11-6 
AN ENTERPRISE ZONE WITHIN THE ILLINOIS COUNTIES OF WHITESIDE AND CARROLL. 
Mayor Bates stated this was an addition to the Rock Falls Industrial Park and to clean up some of the 
legal descriptions in several communities within the district. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bork, yes, 
Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, and Sparboe, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes.  
Ordinance No. 2008-11-6 was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Mayor Bates asked the council to consider adding the day after Christmas as HOLIDAY 
a paid holiday for the employees since Christmas falls on a Thursday. He stated he would like to provide 
the same as before with the one-half a day before each of the holidays, Christmas and New Year’s Day. 
After some discussion Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Cooper seconded to approve the holiday 
time, one half day before the Christmas and New Year’s Day holiday and the day after Christmas 
(December 26th). Roll call vote: Aldermen Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, 
yes, and Sparboe, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates noted that he received a correspondence and talked with   WIND POWER 
representatives from a company, Green Ideas, Inc., about pursuing a feasibility study to assess the  



MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 9, 2008 MEETING    PAGE 4 
 
development of a wind turbine to produce power for the City. He stated he would like to ask these 
gentlemen to attend the next meeting on December 23rd to present their proposal for discussion. The 
council members present voiced their approval to have this matter on the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
Mayor Bates noted the correspondence from Sterling Wilbert Vault Co. that stated that they would be 
dropping the $15.00 fuel surcharge on future billings starting December 1st of this year. 
 
Mayor Bates asked the council to review the bridge inspection report of the Galena Street bridge from 
Mr. Converse of Willett and Hofmann.  
 
Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Cooper seconded to authorize the EPA LOAN 
Mayor to sign the IEPA Loan Draw Request #13 in the amount of $268,350.00. Roll call vote: 
Aldermen Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, and Bork, yes, Vote: 6 
yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates reported of the economic development strategic planning meeting scheduled for December 
17th in Elizabeth, IL sponsored by Alliant Energy, Blackhawk Hills RC&D and some others. 
 
Mayor Bates reported of the charitable contribution of $5,000 from Nancy Gmitro in memory of her 
husband, John, to go to the CDC for the Stone House restoration project. 
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Boelkens seconded to adjourn the  ADJOURNMENT 
meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, and 
Boelkens, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 8:52 p.m. 
 
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the December 23, 2008 regular meeting. 
 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
   


