
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 11, 2011 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL CITY 
COUNCIL 
 
Mr. Tony Malone rang the bell to announce the start of the meeting. RINGING OF BELL 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.   CALL TO ORDER 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen John Boelkens, present,  ROLL CALL 
Nina Cooper, present, Diane Lego, present, Doug Bergren, present, Mike Risko, present, and Doris 
Bork, present. 
Alderman Bergren led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Pastor Paul Figie, Church on the Hill, gave the invocation. 
 
Alderman Boelkens moved and Alderman Risko seconded to approve the MINUTES 
minutes of the December 28, 2010 regular meeting as presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Boelkens, 
yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The 
motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Boelkens moved and Aldermen Bork seconded to authorize the ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
the payment of the accounts payable to date for the month of December 2010 as approved by the finance 
committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, and 
Boelkens, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates reported the total of the bank accounts as of today was FINANCIAL REPORT 
$479,093.91. He noted the EPA loan payment was in the bills bringing this balance down. Alderman 
Risko moved and Alderman Cooper seconded to approve the financial report as presented. Roll call 
vote: Aldermen Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, and Cooper, yes. Vote: 6 
yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
          COMMITTEES 
Alderman Boelkens reported of the January 11th finance committee meeting: FINANCE 

1. The bills were reviewed and approved. 
2. Mayor Bates reported that Police Officer Jim Burch was ill and POLICE PERSONNEL 

Chief Cass reported that Jim was scheduled for surgery on January 26th. It was still an unknown 
how much time off Jim would need. Chief Cass noted some of the scheduling issues and 
introduced Mr. Owen Reeves, a retired State Police Officer, that he would like considered as a 
part time officer for the department. After some more discussion and a brief background history 
from Mr. Reeves the committee provided a recommendation. Alderman Boelkens presented the 
finance committee recommendation to hire Mr. Owen Reeves to the position of part time police 
officer. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, 
and Lego, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 

3. Discussed a couple of bills and budget line items. 
 
Mr. Lou Schau, CDC, reported of the progress of work at the Kraft Building. The new insulation 
between the first floor ceiling and the second floor was installed this last week and the coffee shop 
should be up a running soon.       CDC UPDATE 
 
Mayor Bates reported he had talked with Nick Wagner of MSA and  MSA UPDATE 
stated that they would have the proposal from Loberg Excavating regarding the repair of the concrete 
sidewalk areas of the water project at the next committee meeting at the end of the month. They reported 
they were finalizing the documents to submit the SEARCH grant application to the United Stated 
Department of Agriculture. 
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Clerk Cuckler reported that all of the documents requested by FEMA so far  SUMMER FLOOD 
for the flood damage assessment have been submitted now. Due to the insurance coverage and payments 
from that the City’s reimbursement from FEMA may only be a few hundred dollars. 
 
Mr. Len Anderson was in attendance and reported that all was being advertised for the summer Cruise 
Nights and he wanted to make sure the City was along with the sponsorship. The council members 
present duly noted the contribution of $800 from the band fund towards the DJ for the events and the 
insurance coverage as has been done in the past. 
 
Mayor Bates reported of the following correspondence: 

1. The Northern Illinois Mayors Association will be having their next meeting in Steward on 
January 20th. Alderman Boelkens stated that he could attend with the mayor. 

2. Police Chief Cass provided a proposed Mt. Carroll Police Department Job Description Policy for 
the council to review before the next committee meeting. 

3. Mayor Bates stated he would contact Mr. Greg Miller, the county ESDA director, about the 
needed NIMS training for the council. Chief Cass stated that it would be important to have that 
all up to date before pursuing any grants for the police department. 

4. Mayor Bates noted the letter from Storm Sirens, Inc. regarding storm warning equipment.  
5. Mayor Bates reported of the Greening Our Communities workshop in Thomson, IL on April 21, 

2011 sponsored by the U of I Extension, the Jo-Carroll Solid Waste Agency, and the Green Fair 
Alliance. 

 
After some discussion, the council members present asked the Clerk to  SAND PRAIRIE  
contact Mr. Russell Simpson about having representatives from the Sand Prairie Wireless business, a 
wireless internet service company, to attend a council meeting to update us with the services they are 
offering in the community.  
 
Alderman Bork reported of some residents’ questions about city hall office hours over the holidays this 
year. Mayor Bates noted the employee holiday benefit: “the one-half working day before Christmas and 
New Year’s Day holidays that may be paid time off if directed by the mayor.” 
 
Alderman Boelkens moved and Alderman Risko seconded to adjourn the ADJOURNMENT 
meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, and 
Risko, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 
 
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the January 25, 2011 regular meeting. 
 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
     


