
MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 27, 2007 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL 
CITY COUNCIL 
 
Mr. Elmer Gerlach rang the bell to announce the start of the meeting. RINGING OF BELL 
In the mayor’s absence, Aldermen John Boelkens called the meeting to  CALL TO ORDER 
order at 7:30 p.m. Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, absent, Aldermen John ROLL CALL 
Boelkens, present, Nina Cooper, present, Diane Lego, present, Doug Bergren, present, Bill Sparboe, 
present, and Doris Bork, present. 
Alderman Lego led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Alderman Boelkens gave the invocation. 
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Sparboe seconded to approve the MINUTES 
minutes of the November 13, 2007 regular meeting as presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Boelkens, 
yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The 
motion was carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Aldermen Bork moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to authorize the ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
payment of the accounts payable to date for the month of November 2007 as approved by the finance 
committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, and 
Boelkens, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Alderman Boelkens noted that the bank account balances totaled   FINANCIAL REPORT 
$706,807.30 as of the 27th of November. Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Sparboe seconded to 
approve the financial report as presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, 
yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, and Cooper, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
          COMMITTEES 
Alderman Bergren reported of the November 21st historic preservation HISTORIC 
advisory committee meeting.       PRESERVATION 
1. Discussion about the remaining sign posts for the walking tour. It was decided to keep them in 

storage until needed for additional signs. One sign is remaining to be installed at the Uriah Green 
home pending OK by the property owner. The County Board denied the seconded sign post 
proposed at the Courthouse square. A new two-sided sign will be made and installed at the 
monument site with both the Courthouse and Monument information. The Mt. Carroll Beautification 
Committee, which is directing the Courthouse’s new landscaping had asked why we didn’t put up a 
decorative iron sign holder at the monument site to go with the décor of the courthouse lawn 
landscaping. The committee members stated that they replied that they wished to keep the theme of 
the tour signs so that they would be recognized as such. 

2. Discussion of the other ordinances being discussed in the city. The abandoned building and the 
teardown/rebuild ordinances within the historic district are not of this committee, but we would be 
willing to advise on these ordinances when they are in development. 

3. Two applications for the Mt. Carroll Community Development Corporation Downtown Preservation 
Program revolving loans were brought to the table. The Mt. Carroll CDC has requested $5,000 for 
masonry repair and façade work on the Kraft Building, and Larry DeSpain has requested $4,200 for 
the replacement of the exterior stairs and porch on the east side of the Glenview Hotel Building. 
Discussion regarding the two applications included that the CDC application did not have the  
required $50 loan application fee, even though it was the first application received. The CDC did not 
feel it needed to write the check to itself and since we didn’t receive this notice in writing, the 
committee decided to vote on splitting the money. Motion to distribute and split the $5,000 
revolving loan money between the two application: $2,500 to the Mt. Carroll CDC and $2,500 to 
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      Larry DeSpain. 
4. Noted on the minutes that Patricia Johnson, Judy Fitzpatrick and Nancy Tobin have or would be  

resigning from the committee. 
 
Alderman Cooper reported of the license and ordinance committee   LICENSE & 
meeting:         ORDINANCE 
1. Alderman Cooper reported of her conversation with the building officer with the City of Galena. He 

explained the codes that he was responsible for, the means of enforcement, and that he believed that 
the majority of his salary was paid from the permit fees. She stated that they are members with the 
International Code Council (ICC) as a resource for the adoption of their building codes. The cost for 
membership with the ICC was $100 per year for municipalities. She stated she felt that the city 
should pursue the adoption of a building code for new construction, at least, in order to provide a 
basis for more quality buildings that would also meet all of the current safety standards. City 
Attorney Ronald Coplan explained the process used in the City of Sterling. He stated that the council 
should first consider approaching the people in the building trades, the zoning officers and the 
realtors to review what concerns and problems there are in the community regarding construction 
and property maintenance. Then to ask them to review the International Codes and bring back more 
feedback about what would be appropriate for Mount Carroll. Mayor Bates stated he would like to 
get more of the sample codes from other communities, like Sterling and Freeport. City Attorney 
Ronald Coplan stated that he would also suggest if the council wished to have a full review of the 
city code to consider contacting Sterling Codifiers about this and have them provide a quote. There 
had been some discussion about reviewing certain sections; maybe a full review with one of the code 
companies would be appropriate. 

 
Alderman Boelkens reported of the November 26th water and sewer committee WATER & SEWER 
meeting: 
1. Marty Beranek of MSA presented the MSA Project Update and a letter to the mayor as a follow up 

from the November 20th meeting with Mr. Sam Logosz regarding the Southeast Lane Roadway 
Improvement Project. A copy of the project update with the water project construction schedules, 
and a copy of the letter from Marty are attached with these minutes.  ORDINANCES   

2. Sharon Pepin, CFPS, reviewed the debt service charges needed to meet the EPA loan requirements. 
To finalize all of the rate increases the EPA would require an increase in the water service charges as 
well. The debt service rate increase proposed would be to increase the monthly per user fee to 
$17.00 as of January 1, 2008 and to $22.50 as of January 1, 2009. The water and sewer committee 
recommendation was to adopt the debt service rate increases and the water regulation amendment as 
has been recommended to meet the EPA loan agreement. Alderman Boelkens presented the 
committee recommendation for council vote to have these ordinances drafted. Roll call vote: 
Aldermen Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, and Lego, yes. Vote: 6 
yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. Clerk Cuckler reported that the debt service rate increase 
ordinance was being reviewed by the city attorney to merge the current rate with the new increase 
under the water service charges. 

3. Superintendent Handel reported that the parts for the clarifier repairs at the treatment plant have been 
coming in. 

4. All of the committee members present voiced their approval to demolish the small building behind 
the Morton building sometime this winter. 
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Alderman Sparboe reported of the November 26th streets committee  STREETS 
meeting: 
1. Superintendent Dauphin reported that the crew have the trucks ready for the winter weather. 
2. If the weather does hold they would be finishing some of the small concrete projects. 
3. The contractor never showed up to repair the roof at the street department. The committee asked to 

have quotes from different contractors early next spring. 
4. Mr. Saltz of Savanna, IL had not provided a quote for the tuck pointing of the city hall building. The 

committee asked Superintendent Dauphin to contact him again. 
5. Clerk Cuckler reported of some complaints  from recent renters of the community house. The tables 

have not been holding up very well. Superintendent Handel noted that the ring latch to hold the legs 
in place needed to be in a certain position or they would slip. To provide a notice to the renters at the 
community house about the set up of these tables. Clerk Cuckler also reported that the oven in the 
stove was not working. To have the coil checked first then report back. 

 
Alderman Sparboe reported of the November 27th finance committee meeting: FINANCE 
1. The bills were reviewed and approved. 
2. The annual tax levy worksheet was reviewed. Total of the tax levy proposed for this year: $188,118. 

This is less than the 105% needed for a public hearing. Alderman Sparboe presented the finance 
committee recommendation to authorize the draft of the tax levy with the total at $188,118 be ready 
for passage at the second meeting in December. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, 
Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, and Bergren, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

3. Alderman Sparboe presented the finance committee recommendation INTERFUND TRANSFERS 
to authorize the interfund transfer of $20,000 from the enterprise debt service fund to the enterprise 
water operation & maintenance fund and $8,000 from the enterprise debt service fund to the 
enterprise sewer operation & maintenance fund to meet the month’s expenses. Roll call vote: 
Aldermen Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, and Sparboe, yes. Vote: 6 
yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

4. Discussion of the Building Code workshop being held in January in Countryside, IL. To consider  
attendance and report back at the next meeting. 

5. Discussion of the proposed Truancy Ordinance provided to the council by the County Probation 
Department. No action was taken at this time. 

6.   Alderman Sparboe presented the finance committee recommendation to HOLIDAY BONUS 
      authorize the annual employee holiday bonuses as last year (full time employees at $100 net, and  
      part time employees at $50 net) and that the city council bonus of $25 be on a voluntary basis per the 
      individual. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes,  
      and Sparboe, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Alderman Boelkens read the minutes from the November 27th tree board  TREE BOARD 
meeting: 
1.   John Lundquist reported he was contacted by a representative from the   INVENTORY PROJECT 
      Davie Resource Group to do a street tree inventory. The tree board recommends that the city go  
      along with this project. There would not be any cash contribution required, but possibly some  
      “in-kind” services. This was a grant program being administered by the Illinois Department of 
      Natural Resources. 
2. Clerk Cuckler reported to the board that there would be two trees removed along the new water 

improvements project area. One located at the corner of Broadway and College Streets  
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and the other at the corner of Jackson and Seminary Streets. 
 
Mr. John Swiech representing the Competitive Communities Initiative CCI UPDATE 
Steering Committee was in attendance to report that the committee has set some specific responsibilities 
for completing the strategic plan goals. He noted that the high priorities were reviewing the city’s zoning 
ordinance and means for enforcement, preserving the historic preservation issues in the community and 
keeping the current bricks streets. He stated that the committee would not be meeting in December, but 
would be reporting back to the council in January. 
          CDC 
Mr. Lou Schau reported that the CDC was continuing work on the “Stone House”. He stated that the 
Rotary had contributed $600 towards the five directional signs between Mount Carroll and Lake Carroll. 
 
Mr. Elmer Gerlach, Heartland Pet Welfare Shelter, was in attendance PET WELFARE SHELTER 
to address the council about their organization’s program. He stated he understood that the council 
contributed $300 to the Humane Society of Carroll County. He noted that their organization owns a 
shelter building and land on Wacker Road in Savanna. They are now housing 74 cats and have 
completed 112 adoptions this year. They are paying a mortgage for the shelter and rely almost solely on 
contributions and certain fundraising efforts throughout the year. He noted that in the last year and one 
half that they have worked to have 500 cats either spade or neutered. The $50 fee they charge to adopt 
one of the cats from the shelter barely pays for the veterinary attention needed. All of the council 
members present stated that they have noticed a change in the amount of cats in the downtown area and 
throughout the community. Police Chief Hockman stated that the county does have ways to deal with 
dogs and that this organization with the shelter has provided a good service to the community and the 
county with their efforts. Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Cooper seconded to approve the 
donation of $300 to the Heartland pet Welfare organization. Roll call vote: Aldermen Boelkens, yes, 
Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion 
was carried by unanimous roll call vote. Mr. Gerlach thanked the council for the support. 
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Bork seconded to pass Ordinance ORDINANCE NO. 
No. 2007-11-13, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 8-5-5 OF THE 2007-11-13 
CITY CODE. Roll call vote: Aldermen Cooper, yes, Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, 
and Boelkens, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Ordinance No. 2007-11-13 was adopted by unanimous roll 
call vote. 
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Sparboe seconded to change the   DECEMBER 
regular council meeting scheduled for December 26, 2007 to December 18, 2007 MEETING DATE 
at 7:30 p.m. in city hall as usual. Roll call vote: Alderman Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, 
yes, Boelkens, yes, and Cooper, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried by unanimous 
roll call vote. Clerk Cuckler stated that changing the date to a week earlier would meet the requirements 
for adopting the tax levy for this year. 
 
Alderman Boelkens reported of the following correspondence or notices: CORRESPONDENCE 
1. Noted the Public Notice regarding the December 6, 2007 planning commission meeting to review 

the petition submitted by Mr. Tom Cravatta to re-zone the property located on Mill Street that was 
formerly the Moshure’s Auto Rebuilding Shop. 

2. Noted the certificates of training from the Northwest Illinois Criminal Justice Commission for Police 
Chief Hockman in “A Comprehensive Approach to Child Sexual Abuse Investigations” and 
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      “Criminal Law Review for Illinois Peace Officers” and for Officer James Burch in “Criminal Law 
      Review for Illinois Peace Officers”. 
3. Alderman Boelkens noted the ribbon cutting ceremony for the opening of the beauty shop in the   
      former Slick’s Barber Shop in the downtown on December 1st at 1:30 p.m. Ms Rose Campbell will  
      be operating the shop. 
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Bork seconded to adjourn the   ADJOURNMENT 
meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Lego, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, and 
Cooper, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Alderman John Boelkens adjourned the meeting at 8:27 p.m. 
 
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the December 18, 2007 regular meeting. 
 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
 
 


