
MINUTES OF THE MARCH 27, 2007 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL CITY 
COUNCIL 
 
Mr. Andy Shaw rang the bell to announce the start of the meeting.   RINGING OF BELL 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.    CALL TO ORDER 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen John Boelkens, present, Eina  ROLL CALL 
Schroeder, present, Doug Bergren, present, Diane Lego, absent, Bill Sparboe, present, and Doris Bork, 
present. 
Alderman Schroeder led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Reverend Mark Harkness, Mount Carroll Methodist Church, gave the invocation. 
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Boelkens seconded to approve the minutes MINUTES 
of the March 14, 2007 regular meeting as presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, 
yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes and 1 absent. The 
motion was carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Aldermen Boelkens moved and Alderman Bork seconded to authorize the   ACCOUNTS 
payment of the accounts payable to date for the month of March 2007 as   PAYABLE 
approved by the finance committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, 
yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes and 1 absent. The motion was 
carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Boelkens seconded to approve the FINANCIAL 
financial report as presented and place the same on file. Roll call vote:   REPORT 
Aldermen Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 
5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The motion was carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
           COMMITTEES 
Alderman Sparboe reported of the March 19th finance committee meeting:  FINANCE 
1. The committee heard the proposal for the development and support of a new website for the City, 

Chamber and CDC. The committee did not present a recommendation at this time. 
 
Alderman Bergren reported of the March 21st historic preservation advisory HISTORIC 
committee meeting:         PRESERVATION 
1. Working on the updated signs for the walking tour brochure. 
2. Considered options for storage of the brick pavers. 
3. Discussed the construction of the new bank on South Clay Street. 
4. Approved the loan application from the Mount Carroll Community Development Corporation for the 

Downtown Enhancement Program. Total of $5,000 approved. To present to the city council for 
consideration. 

5. To ask the license and ordinance committee to consider the proposed ordinance for demolitions and 
construction within the historic district. 

Mayor Bates noted that the above item #4 was on the agenda for the council to consider this evening. 
 
Alderman Boelkens reported of the March 27th license and ordinance   LICENSE & 
committee meeting:         ORDINANCE 
1. The committee discussed the letter from the Mount Carroll CDC regarding the old stone house 

located at the intersection of IL Route 78 and State Street. The estimated cost just to stabilize the 
building was at $100,000. They did not have the resources or the funds to propose to take this on as a 
project. The committee members asked the city attorney about providing notification to the property  
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Owner to demolish the building that was no longer safe. It was suggested to make informal contact to 
the property owner before filing the lawsuit. 
2. To work on a Fair Housing Ordinance. 
3. The committee discussed some nuisance issues with the spring weather. 
 
Alderman Schroeder reported of the March 26th police committee meeting: POLICE 
1. Chief Hockman reported with one full time officer being off due to illness the scheduling would be 

quite tight and harder to fill all of the shifts for this unknown time period. We are also close to the 
end of the city’s fiscal year. Police Officer Dennis Asay still has ten vacation days to use between 
now and the end of April. One of the questions to ask the council was whether a concession could be 
made to allow four of five of those days to be carried over or reclassify those hours to compensatory 
time hours that could be carried over into the next year. Alderman Schroeder presented the police 
committee recommendation to allow Police Officer Dennis Asay to work  DENNIS ASAY 
with the city clerk to reclassify the remainder of the ten unused vacation days at the fiscal year end 
of April 30, 2007. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, yes, 
Bergren, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes and 1 absent. The motion was carried. 

2. Chief Hockman asked the council to review and increase the maintenance service and supplies for 
the vehicle for the next fiscal year budget. 

 
Alderman Boelkens reported of the March 26th water and sewer committee  WATER & SEWER 
meeting: 
1. City Attorney Ronald Coplan noted that he was not sure he had all of the legal descriptions for the 

easements for the water project. Marty Beranek, MSA, stated they would get that information out to 
him as soon as possible. 

2. Mayor Bates noted that the land purchase from Dr. David Saidel for the Southeast Lane roadway 
project should all be completed within the week. Marty Beranek stated that the bidding for the 
project would follow IDOT’s plan review and process. 

3. Marty Beranek and Nick Wagner, MSA, presented the MSA Project Update Report: 
SOUTHEAST LANE ROADWAY PROJECT 
Alderman Boelkens presented the water, sewer and streets committee         GRANT DOCUMENTS 
recommendation to authorize the mayor to sign the certificate of the right-of-way document to be 
submitted to the USDA Rural Development Agency along with the city attorney opinion for the 
Southeast Lane Roadway Project. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, yes, 
Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The motion was 
carried. 
Discussed whether to consider a separate labor agreement with the contractor awarded this job in 
order to ensure no labor issues would hold up the progress of the project. 
WATER WORKS SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 
Alderman Boelkens presented the water and sewer committee           PERMIT FEE 
recommendation to authorize the payment of $500 to the Illinois EPA for the Notice of Intent 
application for the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan for the water works improvement project. 
Aldermen Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, and Lego, absent. 
Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The motion was carried. 
SEWER SIPHON REPLACEMENT PROJECT 
The contractor met with Superintendent Russell Handel today. Asked the engineers to check on what 
assurances that the warranty period on the siphons would not start until they were fully operational. 
So far that is not the case. 
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4. Superintendent Handel reported he met with the contractor and representatives from the  

Savanna-Thomson State Bank regarding the sewer to the new building next to the funeral home 
building. Their assessment was that no lift station should be required. 

5. Superintendent Handel addressed the inspection report of the sewer plant and the noted violations.  
He noted that they have corrected or implemented all of the violations except the calibration of the 
flow meter. They will document what would be needed for that. Superintendent Handel stated that 
soon the EPA would require a radium analysis of the sludge from the sewer system. He stated he 
would check on the costs for that. 

6. It was noted that the water samples in the January sampling had radium levels above the maximum  
again. The committee members asked Superintendent Handel to check with another lab to provide a 
second set of samples for the April samples. 

7. Noted that there was about $7-$10,000 of estimated maintenance work on the buildings at the public  
works departments. To consider this for the budget next year. 

8. Alderman Boelkens presented the water and sewer committee recommendation    METAL  
to authorize the purchase of a new metal locator at the cost not to exceed $1,000.  LOCATOR 
Roll call vote: Aldermen Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, and 
Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The motion was carried. 

9.   Alderman Boelkens presented the water and sewer committee recommendation   UTILITY 
      to authorize the mayor to sign the utility easement permit application to be EASEMENT 
      submitted to IDOT for the water works improvement project. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes,  
      Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and  
      1 absent. The motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Sparboe reported of the March 26th streets committee meeting:  STREETS 
1.   Superintendent Eric Dauphin reported that the cost for the road rock and seal  BROADWAY ST 
      coating of the one hundred block of East and West Broadway Street (between IL Route 78 and  
      Campbell Street) was $4,750. Mrs. Joan Hough and Mrs. Penny Bess were in attendance at the street 
      committee meeting and voiced their concern that the roadway would not be improved back to the 
      brick pavement once the city did this work this year. Alderman Bergren stated that he had contacted 
      the IDOT district office about whether this improvement would place any adverse effects to the 
      grant application by doing a temporary fix at this time. None was noted and it might help when 
      resubmitting the application in the future. The street committee decided to consider this project at the 
      next meeting. 
2. Superintendent Dauphin reported the blacktop estimates for Madison, Spring and Benton Streets  
      were at $40,846. The committee stated the priority was to complete Madison and Benton Street this    
      year. 
3. The committee discussed the request from Mr. Shawn Lindsay, Thornton Street, regarding blacktop  

improvements in front of his property. No action was taken at this time. 
4.   Alderman Sparboe presented the streets committee recommendation to  TREE REMOVAL 
      approve the quote to remove the two pine trees by the Hotel Glenview in the 100 block of West  
      Market Street at the cost of $300 from Foley Tree Care. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sparboe, yes,  
      Boelkens, yes, Bork, yes, Schroeder, yes, Bergren, no, and Lego, absent. Vote: 4 yeses, 1 no and 1 
      absent. The motion was carried. 
5.   Alderman Sparboe presented the street committee recommendation to  TREE REMOVAL 
      approve the quote from Foley Tree Care to remove two trees at the cemetery at the cost of $900 and   
      inject two walnut trees at the cemetery at the cost of $60. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bork, yes,  
      Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes,  
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      and 1 absent. The motion was carried. 
6. Superintendent Dauphin reported that the estimated cost for a new zero-turn tractor mower was  

$8,000. 
7. Superintendent Dauphin reported that the estimated cost for a new two stage snow blower for the  

Legacy tractor was $2,300. He stated that a new brush ho was needed, also. The committee asked 
Superintendent Dauphin to get a price quote for the new brush hog. 

8. Discussed the placement of the Hometown Award signs. 
9. The committee asked Superintendent Dauphin to contact Mr. Len Anderson about the proposed 

parking changes for the parking lot located in the 400 block of North Main Street. 
10. The committee asked Superintendent Dauphin to get a cost estimate from Christie Ritchie to paint  

The “Welcome to Mount Carroll” sign at the intersection of IL Route 78 and IL Route 64. 
The committees went into executive session to discuss personnel. 
Alderman Sparboe noted that he received several appreciative comments about the city crew’s snow 
removal efforts this year. 
 
Alderman Sparboe reported of the March 27th finance committee meeting:  FINANCE 
1. The bills were reviewed and approved. 
2. The committee scheduled a meeting to work on the budget on April 3rd at 6:00 p.m. 
3. Alderman Sparboe presented the finance committee recommendation to SIGN 

hire Christie Ritchie to paint the Welcome to Mt. Carroll sign at the   PAINTING 
highway intersection at the cost of $2,500. Roll call vote: Aldermen Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, yes, 
Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The 
motion was carried. 

4.   Alderman Sparboe presented the finance committee recommendation to MAYFEST 
      contribute $2,000 from the city band fund and $500 from the city general  CONTRIBUTION 
      fund to the Mayfest 2007 activity. Roll call vote: Aldermen Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, 
      yes, Bork, yes, and Boelkens, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote; 5 yeses, 0 noes, 1 absent. The motion was 
      carried. 
5.   Alderman Sparboe presented the finance committee recommendation to COUNTY EDC 
      contribute $1,000 to the Carroll County Economic Development   CONTRIBUTION 
      Corporation. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes,  
      Schroeder, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The motion was carried. 
6. The finance committee voiced their approval to approve the purchase of the two new computers for  

the city hall office from Future Quest Technologies, Mt. Carroll, IL as recommended by the city 
clerk. 

7. The committee reviewed the letter from the Carroll County Cycling club regarding the 2007 tour and  
race event. Mayor Bates stated he would contact one of the organizers. The letter was not clear about 
whether they were wanting to hold any part of the event in the city park. 

8. Mayor Bates noted the notification from The Arbor Day Foundation and State DNR of the city’s 
Tree City USA designation. 

9. The committee noted the letter from Medicom regarding the expanded basic rate increase of $2.00  
per customer for the cable tv services. 

10. Alderman Sparboe presented the finance committee recommendation to  BRUSH HOG 
      authorize the purchase of a new brush hog from Bonnell Industries, Dixon, IL, at the cost of $1,500. 
      Roll call vote: Aldermen Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, and 
      Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The motion was carried. 
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Alderman Boelkens moved and Alderman Bork seconded to authorize the   DOWNTOWN 
$5,000 payment to the Mount Carroll Community Development Corporation for ENHANCEMENT 
the distribution for the Downtown Enhancement Loan Program. Roll call vote: LOAN PROGRAM 
Aldermen Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 
5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The motion was carried. 
 
Mr. Ed Leipus, Friends of the Waukarusa, was in attendance and reported that the Friends have 
scheduled another work day to clean the walking trails on April 14, 2007. They will be working with the 
Rotary Club to fix the damaged signs and completing the work on the pavilion. 
 
Mr. John Swiech was in attendance and reported that the Competitive Communities Initiative steering 
committee would be making contacts to the city and local organizations and entities about the priorities 
presented from the town meeting. 
   
Mr. Lou Schau, CDC, was in attendance and expressed his appreciation to the council for the removal of 
the two trees by the Hotel Glenview building. This was one of the areas the beautification committee has 
considered for greenway development in the downtown. He noted that the next Breakfast before 
Business meeting has been scheduled for May 2, 2007. 
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Bork seconded to pass the Resolution RESOLUTION IEPA 
Of Intent Regarding National Flood Insurance to be submitted with the IEPA LOAN 
Loan application for the water works improvement project. Roll call vote: Aldermen Schroeder, yes, 
Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 
absent. The resolution was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Bork seconded to approve the street STREET  
solicitation request from the Mount Carroll Lions Club scheduled for May 5th  SOLICITATION 
at the highway intersection and the downtown intersection of Main and Market Streets. Roll call vote: 
Aldermen Bergren, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 
5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Sparboe seconded to approve the street STREET 
solicitation request from the Carroll County Humane Society scheduled for  SOLICITATION 
May 19th at the highway intersection. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, 
Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. The motion was 
carried. 
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Mayor Bates reported of the following correspondence: 

1. A letter of resignation from Ms. Terri Timm from the Mount Carroll Recreation Board. 
2. A thank you letter from the American Legion Post #67 for the contribution to the flag fund. 
3. A thank you letter from Police Officer Jim Burch. 
4. A letter from Mr. Tom Sorg regarding leaf burning. He was encouraging the city to consider a 

ban of the leaf burning. 
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Boelkens seconded to adjourn the ADJOURNMENT 
meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, 
and Lego, absent. Vote: 5 yeses, 0 noes, and 1 absent. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 8:23 p.m. 
 
 
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the April 10, 2007 regular meeting. 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
 
 
 


