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MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 13, 2007 PUBLIC HEARING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL 
CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE CITY HALL 
 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen John Boelkens, present, Eina Schroeder, Doug Bergren, 
present, Diane Lego, absent, Bill Sparboe, present, and Doris Bork, present. 
 
Sharon Pepin from MSA Professional Services, Inc. addressed the Council.  She asked that all in 
attendance sign the attendance sheet and presented the following information for the Council’s review.  
 
Purpose of Public Hearing - 
The City of Mount Carroll is holding a Public Hearing to obtain citizens’ views on the 
submission of a Public Facilities Grant Application from the Illinois Department of Commerce & 
Economic Opportunity (DCEO) Community Development Assistance Program (CDAP).  This 
Public Hearing is a requirement of the grant program, and is the first of two Citizen Participation 
Public Hearings.  Specific areas that must be addressed are discussed below. 
 
Amount of Funds Available - 
Each year, the Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity establishes funds for each of 
their program categories.  This year, the state’s allocation is estimated at $29,000,000.  A 
breakdown of each program category’s funding allotment is as follows: Economic Development 
- $8,000,000, maximum grant amount is $750,000; Public Facilities Construction - $11,385,101, 
maximum grant amount is $350,000; Public Facilities Design Engineering and Planning 
Assistance - $2,500,000, maximum grant amount for design engineering is $150,000 and for 
planning assistance is $15,000; Housing Rehabilitation - $4,350,000, maximum grant amount is 
$350,000; Additional Housing Rehabilitation for Physically Disabled Persons - $750,000, 
maximum grant $100,000; and Emergency Public Facilities - $750,000, maximum grant amount 
is $100,000; Community Revitalization - $250,000, maximum grant amount is $750,000  
Approximately $1,000,000 is set aside for State administration.  The grant ceiling for 
Community Revitalization is larger than the program allocation to allow additional funding from 
returned and deobligated funds. 
 
Range of Activities Funded Through These Grant Programs - 
The Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity’s Community Development Assistance 
Grant Program was established to assist Illinois communities meet their greatest economic and 
community development needs, with an emphasis upon helping persons of low-to-moderate 
income. Specific objectives of the program include strengthening community economic 
development through the creation of jobs, stimulation of private investment and strengthening 
the tax base; improvement of public infrastructure and elimination of conditions which are 
detrimental to health, safety and public welfare; and the conservation and expansion of the 
state’s housing stock in order to provide a decent home and a suitable living environment for 
persons of low-to-moderate income and the developmentally disabled. 
 
Eligible activities funded under the Public Facilities component include the acquisition, 
construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation or installation of public facilities and improvements.  
The project area must be primarily residential.  The funding priority for this component is for 
water, sanitary sewer and storm sewer projects. 
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Proposed Benefit To Low-and-Moderate Income Persons - 
All projects funded through the CDAP Public Facilities component must benefit at least 51.0% 
low-to-moderate income persons.  In July 2004, the City conducted a community-wide income 
survey since the improvements made to the water system will benefit the entire community.  The 
City’s survey results documented the benefit to low-to-moderate income persons to be 62%, 
above the required grant criteria of 51%.  
 
Plans For Minimizing Displacement - 
No displacement is anticipated as a result of this public facilities project. 
 
Detailed/Prioritized List of Community Development Needs – 
In the City’s Capital Improvements Plan (CIP), a number of community development projects 
were identified that will help guide the future growth of the community.  Below is a prioritized 
list of those projects: 
 

1. Water system improvements 
2. Wastewater treatment facility improvements 
3. Wastewater collection system improvements 
4. On-going economic development – residential and commercial development 
5. Street reconstruction – rebuild existing brick streets 
6. Park improvements 
7. New public works/police building 
8. Walking trail and park expansion efforts 
9. Creation of a TIF district 

 
The City has already completed some of the projects identified above, and others are currently 
being worked on.  The City’s top priority is its water system and the ability to provide good 
quality water to its residents.  In 2004 a system-wide evaluation was conducted, which identified 
deficiencies and provided recommendations.  In addition to addressing deficiencies within the 
water system, non-compliance issues and violation notices. 
 
The City’s water works improvement project entails construction of a new well to provide an 
additional source of water and address concentrated levels of radium found in one of the existing 
wells.  The project also entails improvements and upgrades to the existing wells and to the 
mechanical and electrical systems, and it replaces strategically-placed smaller sized water mains 
with larger-sized mains to enhance the backbone of the water system and provide improved 
water pressure and fire fighting capability throughout the City.  The City will also be 
constructing a new, elevated water storage tank as part of the overall water works improvement 
project, and is looking to secure additional grant funds for this component separately. 
 
The total costs of the improvements for the work associated with this application are estimated to 
be $2,884,000, and the City is requesting $350,000 in CDAP grant funds.  The City is also 
securing a low-interest loan with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency for the balance of 
the water works project.  Once the described water works improvement project is completed, the 
entire community will see improved water pressure, water quality and fire fighting capabilities.  
In addition, non-compliance issues and violations connected to the City’s water system will be 
addressed.   
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The public may access the City’s Community Development Assistance Program application by 
contacting the City Clerk at 244-4424 to arrange a time.  A complete copy of the grant 
application will be available on February 20, 2007.  
 
Questions/Comments - 
Mayor Bates commented that the city had taken on the design engineering for this project. He 
noted that there were grant monies available for this part of any project. Sharon Pepin noted that 
the city was trying to meet all of the timeline constraints in order to move forward towards 
compliance with the radium issue. Mayor Bates stated that the total project figure of $2.8 was 
less the elevated storage tank component. Sharon Pepin stated that was correct. She stated that 
the city would meet the grant match requirements with this application less that part of the 
project, and the city would be able to pursue an economic development grant upon further 
contact with the local businesses, such as Metform and the Campbell Center. The low-pressure 
issues expressed by the plant manager from Metform would be related also to the construction of 
the new water tower.  
Mr. Edward Olds, 403 E. Lincoln Street, was in attendance and addressed the council with the 
following questions. He asked whether the stated maximum amounts were all that the city could 
ask for from the facilities portion and the economic development portion. Sharon Pepin stated 
that there are limits for the facilities grants and that the economic development grant amounts are 
based on projected job creation over a two-year time frame. Mr. Olds stated that he has 
contracted with a local plumber to install the equipment needed in his house to increase the water 
pressure to use all of his appliances. He asked if any of the projects described tonight would help 
his pressure issues? Marty Beranek, MSA, was in attendance and stated that the new elevated 
storage tank and water main improvements would improve the water pressure in the whole 
community. Mr. Olds asked if there were going to be any more increases to the city water bill or 
property tax bill to pay for this project? Mayor Bates stated that all of the water system 
improvements would require another water bill rate increase of at least $8.00 per household per 
month. He stated he understood the burden on the city residents, however, these improvements 
are necessary and would certainly cost more in the future. Mr. Olds asked if there was any grant 
money available from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency? Sharon Pepin and Marty 
Beranek stated that all that the EPA offered was a low interest loan program. Sharon Pepin stated 
that the process with the loan program with the Illinois EPA would require a review of the city’s 
water and sewer revenue and expenses in order to secure the payment of the loan. 
The council members present discussed the action needed to also contact the city’s state and 
federal legislators for support in whatever way that would be possible. 
The council members present reviewed the proposed Resolution of Support to be considered at 
the city council meeting later this evening. 
 
Mayor Bates adjourned the Public Hearing at 7:29 p.m.  
 
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the February 27, 2007 regular 
meeting. 
 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector, City of Mount Carroll, Illinois 
 


