
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 23, 2007 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL CITY 
COUNCIL 
Mr. Pat Bausman rang the bell to announce the start of the meeting.  RINGING OF BELL 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.    CALL TO ORDER 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen John Boelkens, present, Eina  ROLL CALL 
Schroeder, present, Doug Bergren, present, Diane Lego, present, Bill Sparboe, present, Doris Bork, 
present.  
Alderman Lego led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Alderman Boelkens gave the invocation. 
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Boelkens seconded to approve the MINUTES 
minutes of the January 9, 2007 public hearing and regular meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Boelkens, 
yes, Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, Lego, yes, Sparboe, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The 
motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Boelkens moved and Alderman Bork seconded to authorize the  ACCOUNTS 
payment of the accounts payable to date for the month of January 2007 as   PAYABLE 
approved by the finance committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, Lego, yes, 
Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, and Boelkens, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates reported of the bank account balances as of January 23rd. The total FINANCIAL 
of all of the accounts was $661,212.64. Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman REPORT 
Bork seconded to approve the financial report as presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, 
Lego, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, and Schroeder, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The 
motion was carried. 
           COMMITTEES 
Alderman Lego reported of the January 11th cemetery board meeting.  CEMETERY 
1.   Mr. Eugene Teeter attended this meeting and stated that he would like to  CONTRIBUTION 
      contribute towards some improvements at the Oak Hill Cemetery. He suggested improving the 
      roadway approaches at the entrance and exit, and cleaning the brick pillars at the entrance. He also 
      questioned whether the rusted exit sign could be removed or replaced. Mr. Teeter noted that he 
      knew someone that could provide an estimate to sandblast or clean the brick pillars. Diane Lego  
      stated that she would contact Street Superintendent Eric Dauphin to get an estimate of the  
     concrete work at the entrance and exit areas. 
2. It was noted that not all of the board members were in attendance. Another meeting was scheduled  

for January 25th at 5:30 p.m. in order to discuss the rate increase from the Sterling Wilbert Vault 
Company for the grave opening and closing services. 

 
Alderman Bergren reported that the historic preservation advisory committee did not meet on January 
17th in order to be able to attend the Town Hall meeting that was scheduled for the same evening. 
 
Alderman Boelkens reported of the January 22nd license and ordinance committee   LICENSE & 
meeting:            ORDINANCE 
1. Chief Hockman asked about the “No Parking” restrictions on Benton Street between Clay Street and 

Main Street? The committee was in agreement to provide this amendment to the city attorney, that 
we do not need this restriction now that the elementary school has been closed in the area. 

2. The committee discussed the one topic brought up at the Town Hall meeting last week. What to do 
with some of the properties in town that are unsightly? 

3. The committee members agreed to ask the city attorney to draft the ordinance to allow the alcohol  
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      establishments to be open until 2:00 a.m. on Friday and Saturday nights. To also require that those 
      wanting to do this would pay an annual fee of $50.00. 
4. Alderman Bork asked about the zoning for Frank’s Furniture. This was not zoned or rezoned past the 

grandfather clause when Tim Schneider took over ownership of the business. To pursue the zoning 
process of the Frank’s Furniture to a commercial zoning district. 

 
Alderman Boelkens reported of the January 22nd solid waste committee meeting: SOLID WASTE 
1. The committee reviewed the proposal from Moring Disposal, Inc. of the yard waste pick up. A total 

annual cost of $16,307.87 was presented in order to conduct a two-week pick up in the spring and an 
eight-week pick up program in the fall. Mayor Bates stated he was concerned about committing to 
this program yet or recommending a ban on leaf burning. Mayor Bates stated he would write a letter 
to the newspaper soliciting comments from the residents. 

 
Alderman Schroeder reported of the January 22nd police committee meeting: POLICE 
1. Chief Hockman reported that he had received the training waiver from the state for the new full time 

Patrol Officer James Burch. All was in order and registered with the state. 
2. Chief Hockman reported that the two police squad vehicles were working well so far this winter. He 

noted that the Impala vehicle would need front brakes again. He reported that they were getting 
about 13,000 miles before the brakes start to weaken. While under warranty the dealer would only 
replace with the current parts.  

 
Alderman Sparboe reported of the January 22nd streets committee meeting:  STREETS 
1. Mr. Reid Law was in attendance and commented that he felt that there should be more maintenance 

work done on the city streets each year. He stated he felt that the streets in town were in very poor 
condition. It was presented to Mr. Law that the committee with the street superintendent was in the 
process of reviewing the priorities for this year, as was done each year. 

2. Superintendent Dauphin reported that the new one-ton truck was getting the plow fitted this week at 
Bonnell Inc. in Dixon, IL.   

3. Superintendent Dauphin noted that one piece of equipment they could update for next year was the 
“brush hog” machine. He stated that he would get some estimates of a new tractor with the blower 
attachment for this and would report back. The committee asked the street superintendent to be 
thinking about how many summer employees that he would like to hire for this year’s street and 
sidewalk maintenance projects. 

4. It was noted that the “Welcome to Mount Carroll” sign needed to be repainted. Superintendent  
Dauphin was asked to contact Christie Ritchie from Savanna, IL for an estimate. 

 
Alderman Boelkens reported of the January 22nd water and sewer committee WATER & SEWER 
meeting: 
1.   The committee discussed the color scheme to be considered for the new  WATER TOWER 
      water tower. Consensus to have the white color and the dark green color for the bottom of the tank. 
      All voiced their approval to have the Mount abbreviated to Mt. on the tank. To ask MSA to provide  
      a computer generated sample with these colors and a couple of versions of the Mount Carroll  
      layout on the tank. 
2.   Discussed the old stone house located at the intersection of Route 78 and State Street. Mrs.  
      Giguere-Hubb has been talking with John Swiech and the CDC for some options to transfer the 
      property or prepare for demolition. 
3. Marty Beranek and Sharon Pepin from MSA were in attendance and presented a project update  
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report. 
**SOUTHEAST LANE ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT-DESIGN/CONSTRUCTION 
Alderman Boelkens presented the water, sewer and streets committee   EPA PERMIT FEE 
Recommendation to authorize the payment of the $500 permit fee to the Illinois EPA for the NPDES 
notice of intent of the storm water pollution prevention plan for the Southeast Lane Roadway 
Improvement Project. Roll call vote: Aldermen Lego, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, 
Schroeder, yes, and Bergren, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
Sharon Pepin noted that the final plans have been submitted to IDOT. No work on the approval yet. 
**PHASE 2 WATER WORKS IMPROVEMENTS GRANT SUBMISSION 
Sharon Pepin reported that a public hearing has been scheduled for February 13th at 7:00 p.m. with the 
council to meet the requirements for the CDAP grant application. She also noted that she was putting 
together all of the documents for the EPA loan application. A resolution authorizing the mayor and clerk 
to sign all of the documents was presented for consideration. Alderman Boelkens moved and Alderman 
Schroeder seconded to pass the Resolution Authorizing a Representative to Sign Loan Documents for 
the EPA loan application. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, 
yes, Bergren, yes, and Lego, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
**PHASE 2 WATER WORKS IMPROVEMENTS DESIGN 
Marty Beranek reviewed the progress and activities of the design work. He provided a couple of 
examples of proposed water tower tank paintings. He stated he would provide a couple more with the 
colors that the council has provided tonight. 
Another water design update meeting was scheduled for February 12th at 6:00 p.m. at city hall. 
**MISCELLANEOUS 
Sharon Pepin noted that she would be in city hall on January 26th with their TIF attorney to meet with 
city officials. 
 
4. Superintendent Handel reported that the crew would be working on the sewer clarifiers in the late 

winter. 
 
Alderman Sparboe reported of the January 23rd finance committee meeting: FNANCE 
1. The bills were reviewed and approved.  
2. Mayor Bates reported that he was tentatively scheduling a visit with State REP. BOLAND 

Representative Mike Boland to make a presentation of the grant monies for the water improvements 
and brick street projects. No objections to providing refreshments for the event. 

3.   Alderman Sparboe presented the finance committee recommendation to  UTILITY BILLS 
      authorize the clerk and the mayor to make the payment of the utility bills that will come due this 
      month, but have not been delivered. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, Boelkens,  
      yes, Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, and Lego, yes. Vote:  6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mr. Ed Leipus of the Friends of the Waukarusa reported that the activities for the  WINTERFEST 
Winterfest at the park were all organized. He asked if the council would consider providing the funding 
to have a portable toilet at the park for this weekend on February 24th. Alderman Bork moved and 
Alderman Schroeder seconded to approve the funding for a portable toilet at the Point Rock Park for the 
Winterfest on February 24, 2007, at the cost of $150.00. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bork, yes, Boelkens, 
yes, Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, Lego, yes, and Sparboe, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion 
was carried. 
Mr. Len Anderson stated that he would like the council to consider ways that the debris, brush and trees 
might be cleared from the hillside north of the city parking lot at the north end of Main Street. 
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The Friends would like to work with the city to clean up this area for future walking trails and view of 
the river and old dam site area. Mayor Bates stated that this should be referred to the public works 
committee meeting for discussion. 
 
Mr. John Swiech and Mr. Lou Schau reported that they were please with the TOWN MEETING 
turn out of at least 140 people for the town hall meeting. They will compile the results of the town’s 
priorities and will report back to the council. 
Mr. Schau reported that the CDC has now gotten the heat running in the Kraft building thanks to Herrell 
Electric and Crouse’s Plumbing & Heating. He reported they are accepting bids for new windows now 
from area contractors. 
 
Alderman Boelkens moved and Alderman Bork seconded to pass Ordinance No. ORDINANCE NO. 
2007-01-9, AN ORDINANCE ZONING CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY.   2007-01-9 
Roll call vote: Aldermen Bork, yes, Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, Lego, yes, and 
Sparboe, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Ordinance No. 2007-01-9 was adopted by unanimous roll call 
vote. 
 
Mr. Len Anderson addressed the council about whether there were any objections CAR CRUISE 
to their car club organization scheduling several car cruise nights this summer in NIGHTS 
Mount Carroll where they would need to provide some parking in the city parking lots in the north end 
of the downtown. They have talked with some of the businesses that have expressed interest in staying 
open these evenings and they would also work with the local food service establishments as well to have 
a special on that night. The council members present voiced no objections. 
 
Mayor Bates asked the council to consider the Council Resolution of Support BANK LOAN 
to authorize the mayor and clerk to sign the documents for the City to apply to The National Bank fpr a 
Tax Free Municipal Loan for up to $300,000 to help the City pay for the design engineering for the 
water improvements project. Mayor Bates stated this was a short gap loan until the city was able to 
receive the EPA loan and hopefully CDAP grant for the water project. Alderman Sparboe moved and 
Alderman Boelkens seconded to pass Resolution No. R1-2007-1, Council Resolution of Support. Roll 
call vote: Aldermen Boelkens, yes, Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, Lego, yes, Sparboe, yes, and Bork, yes. 
Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Ms. Sarrah Hammon, Peace Corps Fellow, with the Carroll County Economic GREENWAY & 
Development Corporation was in attendance and introduced herself to the   TRAILS PLAN 
Council. She stated she would be working on a countywide greenways and trails plan and would be 
holding a kick off information meeting on February 15 at the Farm Bureau building at 6:00 p.m. She 
stated she would be sending out invitations to the local officials. 
 
Alderman Sparboe moved and Alderman Boelkens seconded to adjourn the ADJOURNMENT 
meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Schroeder, yes, Bergren, yes, Lego, yes, Sparboe, yes, Bork, yes, and 
Boelkens, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m. 
 
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the February 13, 2007 regular meeting. 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 


