
MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 15, 2007 SPECIAL MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL CITY 
COUNCIL 
PUBLIC HEARING ON A PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF MOUNT CARROLL, 
CARROLL COUNTY, ILLINOIS, DOWNTOWN AND SOUTH CITY TAX INCREMENT 
FINANCING REDEVELOPMENT PLAN AND PROJECT 
 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.    CALL TO ORDER 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen John Boelkens, absent, Nina  ROLL CALL 
Cooper, present, Diane Lego, absent, Doug Bergren, present, Bill Sparboe, absent, and Doris Bork, 
present. 
 
Mayor Bates asked Kathleen Orr, Attorney at Law, Chicago, IL and consulting  PUBLIC HEARING 
attorney, to conduct the proceeding of this public hearing. 
 
Kathleen Orr addressed the council and audience and stated she was the attorney assisting the city with 
an amendment to the TIF Redevelopment Plan, Project and Project Area that was adopted on June 13, 
2005. She explained the process by which the city gave notice of the required joint review board 
meeting and public hearing for the original redevelopment project plan and project area. The joint 
review board meeting of the taxing districts was held and the recommendation was to move forward. 
Since the adoption and after an assessment of the district it was found that a property was inadvertently 
excluded. She stated that the TIF does not affect the individuals real estate taxes or how the county 
distributes them. The county distributes the first $100’s to the taxing districts as before and the next 
increment over that assessment from the property in the district is distributed to the city to improve the 
area. The plan does set about the particular needs in the area and the law is very specific about how the 
money is spent, how it is documented and how it is reported to the state and the area taxing districts. 
Once this amendment was defined and the plan compiled the city had set up the public hearing and sent 
notices to the property owners in the district and to the property owners within 750 feet of the TIF area. 
The taxing districts had a joint review board meeting and recommend to the city to proceed. Noted there 
were not any overall changes to the plan just the amendment with the addition of the one property. Ms. 
Orr stated that the law requires at the public hearing that anyone that wants to present any objections or 
make comment with respect to any issues regarding the approval of the proposed Amended 
Redevelopment Plan and proposed Amended project Area may be heard. Mr. John Rapp addressed the 
council and stated he was attending on behalf of the Mount Carroll Fire Protection District. Ms. Orr 
stated that the TIF Redevelopment Plan would benefit the area since there are very limited resources for 
the cities to pursue as compared to years past. Mr. Rapp asked if the money would be used for other 
projects than infrastructure? Ms. Orr stated that the law was specific about that also and that the money 
could not be used to build a golf course or for new construction. It is to be used basically to expand or 
rehabilitate a project or expand infrastructure to a new area. When considering residential property 
within the TIF area the infrastructure to that property would also be appropriate. Ms. Orr noted that there 
were specific Residential TIF areas in the state that had been developed in those areas with declining 
populations at the schools. If the city were to consider a Residential TIF area then a new plan would 
need to be developed and that TIF would have to follow the same procedures for development, public 
notice and hearings before adoption. Mayor Bates asked about the construction of infrastructure outside 
of the TIF area? He stated the city was going to be starting some major projects in the future. Ms. Orr 
stated that in review of the projects it would need to be determined if there was a benefit to the 
properties within the TIF area, and if there was what costs could be associated or specified. 
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Mayor Bates asked if there were any other questions or comments? None were presented. 
Mayor Bates noted the meeting to consider the proposed ordinances to adopt the proposed Amended 
Redevelopment Plan and Project Area was scheduled for October 29, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.. 
 
Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Bork seconded to adjourn the public ADJOURNMENT 
hearing and meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Cooper, yes, Bergren, yes, Bork, yes, Sparboe, absent, 
Boelkens, absent, and Lego, absent. Vote: 3 yeses and 3 absent. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 
6:20 p.m. 
 
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the November 13, 2007 regular meeting. 
 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
 
 


