
MINUTES OF THE MAY 31, 2011 MOUNT CARROLL CITY COUNCIL TRAINING MEETING 

 

Mayor Bates called the meeting to order 6:10 p.m. 

In attendance: Mayor Carl Bates, Aldermen Tom Charles, Jim Rose, Bob Sisler, Doug Bergren, Mike 

Risko, and Doris Bork. 

Facilitators from Jo Carroll Energy: Mr. Russell Simpson and Mr. John Cox. 

In audience: City Attorney Ronald F. Coplan, City Clerk Julie Cuckler, and Ms. Peggy Francomb, 

Corporate Communications Manager for Jo Carroll Energy 

 

Mr. Russell Simpson and Mr. John Cox explained some of the reasoning behind how and why their 

corporation had developed this program to present to the governing boards within the Jo Carroll Energy 

service area. The census population data indicates a decrease in the northwest Illinois area. Having city 

councils with an effective governance process provides for a better structure for those councils to use to 

make decisions to accomplish the goals they have. They discussed either reviewing the city’s mission 

statement with the new council or setting one through some strategic planning meetings.  

After a break at 7:30 p.m. Mr. Cox provided handouts regarding meeting procedures. He reviewed the 

materials and discussed the roles and responsibilities of the different participants during the city council 

meetings.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

 

 

The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the June 14, 2011 regular meeting. 

 

 

Julie A. Cuckler 

City Clerk & Collector 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE JUNE 1, 2011 MOUNT CARROLL CITY COUNCIL TRAINING MEETING 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:10 p.m. 

 

In attendance: Mayor Carl Bates, Aldermen Tom Charles, Jim Rose, Bob Sisler, Doug Bergren, Mike 

Risko and Doris Bork. 

Mr. Russell Simpson and Mr. John Cox the Jo Carroll Energy Facilitators were in attendance. 

In audience and visitors attending: City Attorney Ronald Coplan, City Clerk Julie Cuckler, Nina Cooper, 

Peter Eiteuner, and Richard Frey. 

 

Mr. Cox led the session with the legal obligations of the city council and provided some references from 

the Illinois Municipal Code of the Illinois Compiled Statutes. Noting the powers of the city council and 

the role of the mayor. Next was the Freedom of Information Act regulations. Mayor Bates left the 

meeting at 7:05 p.m. A break was taken, then Mr. Cox continued with the Open Meetings Act 

regulations, Ethics and Conflict of Interest issues, and a discussion was held on some of the financial 

process concerns. Mr. Simpson and Mr. Cox conducted a summary of the two days, and emphasized the 

city working on a team mission, and asked the attending members to fill out a survey questionnaire 

about the training and its content.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m. 

 

The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the June 14, 2011 regular meeting. 

 

 

Julie A. Cuckler 

City Clerk & Collector  


