
MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 23, 2013 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL 
CITY COUNCIL      
 
Ms. Jim Fiser rang the bell to announce the start of the meeting.       RINGING OF BELL 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.   CALL TO ORDER 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen Tom Charles, present, ROLL CALL 
Jim Rose, present, Bob Sisler, present, Doug Bergren, present, Mike Risko, present, and Joe Grim, 
present.  
Alderman Grim led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Ms. Mary Boelkens gave the invocation. 
 
Alderman Rose moved and Alderman Charles seconded to approve the MINUTES 
minutes of the December 10, 2013 regular meeting as presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, 
Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Grim, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion 
was carried.  
  
Alderman Charles moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to authorize   ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
the payment of the accounts payable to date for the month of December 2013 as approved by the finance 
committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Grim, yes, and 
Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried.  
 
Mayor Bates reported the bank account balances were at $469,148.94  FINANCIAL REPORT  
as of today before the accounts payable are paid.  
          COMMITTEES 
Alderman Risko reported of the December 23rd streets committee meeting: STREETS 

1. Alderman Risko commented that the city crew has done a good job on the streets going into this 
winter season and commended them for this. 

2. Noted the completed and ongoing projects. The crew continues to maintain the equipment while 
plowing and salting the streets. The one shed at Point Rock Park has been removed and when 
time and weather permits the other one would be taken down. Supt. Dauphin stated that with 
another load of salt expected for delivery this week the salt storage was good. 

3. The committee discussed the speed limit on Benton Street from Main Street to Mill Street. 
Referred this matter to the police committee with the suggestion that a couple of children at play 
signs could be placed in this area.  

4. Discussed the snow and ice control issues. Superintendent Dauphin stated that the new truck was 
doing well. 

Alderman Bergren reported of the December 23rd water and sewer   WATER & SEWER 
committee meeting: 

1. Water & Sewer Superintendent Handel and Street Superintendent Dauphin expressed their 
appreciation to the council for approving the Holiday Bonus again this year. The crew said 
“thank you”. 

2. Superintendent Handel reported the vacuum for the swimming pool POOL VACUUM 
had been ordered. He stated the ACCO representative would be delivering the vacuum when he 
was in the area in the next month. This would save on shipping costs to the City. 

3. Superintendent Handel reported the van would need tires. The quotes from Chucko’s was $736  
and the quote from Kunes’ was $748. The consensus of the committee was to have the 
superintendent decide which business to purchase the tires from and to go ahead with replacing 
them. 

4. Discussed a future project at the sewer plant to replace the grinder. Cost estimate at $12,000. 
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5. Discussion regarding the flushing of the hydrant along Galena Street near the Spring Avenue  
intersection.  

6. Discussion of the training for the water and sewer department staff. 
Alderman Charles reported of the December 23rd license and ordinance LICENSE & ORDINANCE 
committee meeting:  

1. Alderman Charles reported that he was reviewing the information to update the City’s sign 
ordinances and would have something for the next meeting. 

Alderman Rose reported of the December 23rd police committee meeting:  POLICE 
1. Chief Cass reported of changing the gun ownership of Police Officer Meeker’s gun from the City 

to his personal ownership. Nick had reimbursed the City for all costs. 
2. Chief Cass reported he was getting information about costs for new squad cars for this year. 
3. Chief Cass reported that he had completed a 6-month evaluation of  OFFICER MEEKER 

Officer Nick Meeker and he would recommend having him taken off of probation. Alderman 
Rose presented the police committee recommendation to approve taking Officer Nick Meeker off 
of probation. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Grim, yes, Charles, 
yes, and Rose, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 

4. Chief Cass reported of the repairs done to the Crown Victoria squad car. 
5. Discussed the Benton Street speeding complaints. Decided to have more    BENTON STREET 

police presence along the street. Consider getting a hand-held radar gun, review whether some 
signage should be placed along the roadway, and check with the City of Lanark to see if the City 
could borrow the speed flashing sign to put on this street to show motorists their speed.   

Alderman Charles reported of the December 23rd finance committee meeting: FINANCE 
1. The bills were reviewed and approved.  
2. Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation   TIF DISBURSEMENTS  

to approve the payment of the TIF disbursements as presented at the last meeting as follows: 
to the State Bank of Pearl City, $6,699; to the Mount Carroll Bowling Center, $1,375; to 
Schneider House Furniture, $1,000; to City Debt Service Fund for the IEPA Loan payment for 
the water project, $20,806; to New Morning Glass, $1,000; to Mount Carroll Café, $1,000; to 
City Revolving Loan Fund for the CDC loan payment, $5,100; to the City General Fund for legal 
expense reimbursement, $70; to City General Fund for TIF Association dues, $1,875; and finally 
allot $8,400 towards a future payment on a new police squad car. Roll call vote: Aldermen 
Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Grim, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, and Sisler, no. Vote: 5 yeses, 1 no 
and 0 absent. The motion was carried.   

3. Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation  INSURANCE RENEWAL 
to approve the commercial insurance renewal with the Assurance Agency and the Illinois Public 
Risk Fund in the amount of $53, 830 for this next year. Roll call vote: Aldermen Risko, yes, 
Grim, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, and Bergren, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The 
motion was carried.  

4. Discussed the iFiber vendor with the NIU net. The cost would be $300 for the year. To have 
more details at the next meeting.  

5. To check on the contracts with the companies that are paying rental for having antennas on the 
water tower.  

 
Under old business Mayor Bates reported the contractor was UPDATE OF THE HAAS 
not doing any work at this time due to the weather.    BUILDING 
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Alderman Charles moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to pass RESOLUTION NO. R12-2013-3 
Resolution No. R12-2013-3,  A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MOUNT CARROLL, CARROLL 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS, APPROVING THE APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FROM THE CITY’S 
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA SPECIAL TAX ALLOCATION FUND FOR THE PAYMENT 
OF PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXPENDITURES. Roll call vote: Aldermen Grim, yes, Charles, 
yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, and Risko, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was 
carried. 
 
Mayor Bates noted that the City’s grant consultant, Sharon Pepin, would be here at the next meeting to 
discuss the CDAP Grant sewer project.  
The council discussed the demolition plans of the buildings located at 113 N. Mill Street. 
 
Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Risko seconded to adjourn the ADJOURNMENT 
meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and 
Grim, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 
 
  
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the January 14, 2014 regular meeting.  
 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
 
 
 
 
 
 


