
MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 28, 2012 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL 
CITY COUNCIL 
 
Ms. Teri Ebensberger rang the bell to announce the start of the meeting.      RINGING OF BELL 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.    CALL TO ORDER 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen Tom Charles, present, Jim Rose, ROLL CALL 
present, Bob Sisler, present, Doug Bergren, present, Mike Risko, present, and Doris Bork, present. 
Aldermen Rose led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Mr. John Rumler gave the invocation. 
 
Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Charles seconded to approve the minutes MINUTES 
of the February 14, 2012 regular meeting with the following amendment by Alderman Sisler to reflect 
exactly what he said with reference to the children at play signs. Page 2, third line from the bottom 
change to read: “Aldermen Sisler mentioned the January 25, 2012 article from the Carroll County 
Review and quoted the following: “According to the Illinois Department of Transportation, children 
warning signs should not be used since they may encourage children to play in the street and may 
encourage parents to be less vigilant.”  Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, 
Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried.  
 
Alderman Charles moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to authorize the  ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
payment of the accounts payable to date for the month of February 2012 as approved by the finance 
committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, and 
Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates reported the bank account balances were at $338,698.16 as FINANCIAL REPORT 
of today. Alderman Charles moved and Alderman Risko seconded to approve the financial report as 
presented. Aldermen Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, no, Charles, yes, and Rose, yes. Vote: 5 
yeses and 1 no. The motion was carried.  
          COMMITTEES 
Alderman Charles reported of the February 27th license & ordinance LICENSE & ORDINANCE 
committee meeting: 
1.   Alderman Charles provided a draft of the Peddlers, Solicitors and  PEDDLERS ORDINANCE 
      Transient Merchants ordinance. The license and ordinance committee members approved the  
      recommendation to the council to approve this draft and direct the city attorney to put in ordinance  
      form for council approval. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles,  
      yes, Rose, yes, and Sisler, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
2.   Alderman Charles stated that he would be providing a draft of an employee handbook soon. 
3.   Alderman Bergren stated that he was looking at a downtown sign ordinance. There was discussion  
      about the area of the downtown to include for these guidelines. 
 
Alderman Bergren reported of the February 27th water & sewer  WATER & SEWER 
committee meeting:   
1.   Superintendent Handel reported that the crew would be finishing the sand filter repairs once the  
      ground firms up, discussed some of the budget items to be considered for the next year, and noted  
      that in a couple of years at least one of the new or rehabbed wells would need to be pulled for 
      maintenance, he also provided the information regarding the call when to issue a boil order or not 
      when water leaks have been repaired under pressure without completely shutting down the main. 
2.   Ms. Sharon Pepin, Community Funding & Planning Services, was in attendance & provided  
      information about CDAP grant programs. To get cost estimates of income survey requirements 
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      needed before applying for a CDAP grant. It was noted that the finance committee would be looking 
      to contact the IEPA about a possible interest rate reduction on our current loan. 
      Mr. Randy Pepin followed up for this evening’s meeting and provided a proposal of costs to conduct  
      a survey in the City of Mount Carroll. The cost varied from $1,500 to $4,000 depending on the  
      amount of work the City staff and volunteers would handle versus the Pepin’s business. No action at  
      this time. To ask MSA to provide a cost estimate for this service. 
 
Mayor Bates reported that David and Janet Smith of the Mount Carroll Lions PARK IMPROVEMENTS 
Club were in attendance at the committee meeting to ask for the City’s interest in doing a multi-year 
project to improve the park equipment. Would like to do a fund drive, as well. Will provide a plan for 
review at a future meeting. No objections were voiced by the council members in attendance. 
 
Alderman Risko and Mayor Bates reported of the police committee and POLICE 
budget review meeting of February 27th: 
1.   Reviewed the police department, administration department and  BUDGET REVIEW 
      the community house department budget for the next year. Need to go over the figures for the police  
      department salaries and wages line item before finalizing the police department. To report back to  
      the finance committee. 
2.   Under police, Mayor Bates commented to Dan Kruse in the audience that he acknowledged 
      receipt of the letter he brought into City Hall today. He did not want to comment further until all of 
      the police committee members had a chance to read this. They then would set a future date and time  
      to discuss the matter. 
 
Alderman Charles reported of the February 28th finance committee meeting: FINANCE 

1. The bills were reviewed and approved. 
2. Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation BANK ACCOUNTS 

to change the main depository of the City funds as listed (working cash/payroll, special revenue, 
enterprise, motor fuel tax, cemetery endowment, internal service, TIF, revolving loan fund, 
general , and brick street) to the Savanna Thomson State Bank no later than by the end of the 
month of March 2012. Roll call vote: Aldermen Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, 
Sisler, yes, and Bergren, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried.  

3. The committee discussed the opening of a savings account to hold all contributions to the city for        
specified projects. Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Charles    SAVINGS ACCOUNT 
to open a separate savings account to receive contribution made to the City. Roll call vote: 
Aldermen Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, no, Bergren, yes, and Risko, yes. Vote: 5 
yeses, 1 no and 0 absent.  

4. Committee members present voiced their approval to direct Alderman IEPA LOAN  
Risko to contact the IL EPA about the City’s loan and see if this could be renegotiated to a lower 
interest rate in order to save money.  

5. Discussed options for pursuing grant programs and finding information. 
6. Mayor Bates to check on the hotel-motel tax fund with the county and City of Savanna. 
7. Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation AFTER PROM 

to contribute $25.00 to the West Carroll After Prom Committee for this DONATION 
activity on April 28, 2012. Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, 
yes, Risko, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 

      8.   Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation INTERFUND  
            to approve the $9,000 interfund transfer from the cemetery endowment TRANSFER 
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            fund to the general fund, and to be considered a loan. Roll call vote: Aldermen Rose, yes, 
            Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, and Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The 
            motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Risko seconded to pass Ordinance ORDINANCE NO. 
No. 2012-02-12, AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO SEWER USE CHARGES. 2012-02-12 
Roll call vote: Aldermen Sisler, no, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, no, Charles, yes, and Rose, yes. 
Vote: 4 yeses, 2 noes and 0 absent. The ordinance was adopted by majority roll call vote. 
 
Mayor Bates noted that he had a meeting with Mr. Dan Payette of Blackhawk Hills R, C & D regarding 
the iFiber construction in the area, and he would be providing some more information at a future 
meeting.  
Alderman Sisler asked to have on the agenda a discussion about the Kraft Building operations. Mayor 
Bates stated he would like to talk with him first about the matter. 
Mayor Bates reported of the correspondence from the Illinois Department of Transportation regarding 
the bid letting of a pavement patching and resurfacing of a portion of Benton Street into the City’s 
corporate limits. He stated he would contact the IDOT office about this matter to see if it could be paved 
to the area where the City left off last year. 
Mayor Bates noted the correspondence from a vendor having a swimming pool lift. 
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman seconded to adjourn the meeting. ADJOURNMENT 
Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, and Sisler, yes. 
Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 8:09 p.m. 
 
 
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the March 13, 2012 regular meeting. 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
 
 
  


