
MINUTES OF THE JULY 12, 2011 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL CITY 
COUNCIL 
 
Mr. Mick Parson rang the bell to announce the start of the meeting.  RINGING OF BELL 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.   CALL TO ORDER 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen Tom Charles, present,  ROLL CALL  
Jim Rose, present, Bob Sisler, present, Doug Bergren, present, Mike Risko, present, and Doris Bork, 
present.  
Alderman Rose led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Mr. John Boelkens in the audience gave the invocation. 
 
Discussion presented before the approval of the minutes. Alderman Bork asked about having on the 
agenda the appointment to fill a vacancy on the City planning commission. Mayor Bates stated he was 
taking this matter under consideration. Alderman Sisler asked about whether there was a procedure to 
have an item placed on the agenda. Mayor Bates stated that he was not sure, but that he could get some 
information to him about that subject. Alderman Risko commented that he felt this matter was addressed 
through the council training facilitated by the representatives from Jo Carroll Energy. The mayor sets the 
agenda for the meetings. He also commented about the discussion items that have been in the minutes of 
the meetings. Alderman Bergren stated he felt it was good to have more of the discussion and 
information in the minutes than not enough information. Alderman Sisler moved and  MINUTES 
Alderman Charles seconded to approve the minutes of the June 28, 2011 regular meeting as presented. 
Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Bork, yes. 
Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Risko seconded to authorize the ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
payment of the accounts payable to date for the month of July 2011 as approved by the finance 
committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, and 
Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates reported the total of the bank accounts was $513, 721.34 as FINANCIAL REPORT 
today. He noted the debt service payment to IEPA for the loan towards the water project was 
$122,003.04. Alderman Risko moved and Alderman Charles seconded to approve the financial report as 
presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, and 
Rose, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
          COMMITTEES 
Alderman Charles reported of the July 12th finance committee meeting: FINANCE 

1. The bills were reviewed and approved. Noted the IEPA loan payment from debt service in the 
amount of $122,003.04.  

2. Alderman Charles provided a spreadsheet comparison of the  COLLECTION AGENCY 
proposals presented by the three collection agencies. He noted if they were licensed in Illinois, if 
they were bonded, the number of employees, years in business, cost or percentage held from 
regular collections, costs for legal collections, whether they accepted credit cards, interest added 
for the company, and references. Alderman Charles presented the finance committee 
recommendation to go with and approve the proposal submitted by Tri-State Adjustments of 
Freeport, IL to conduct the City’s collection services. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, 
Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, and Sisler, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The 
motion was carried. 

      3.   Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation   LIEN ACCOUNTS  
            to set up a separate line item in the funds for the liened accounts in the accounts receivable.  
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            Roll call vote: Aldermen Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, and 
 Bergren, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. the motion was carried. 
      4.   Alderman Charles provided draft recommendations to consider for ordinances with regards to the  
            collections of the water, sewer, debt service and garbage service charges. He asked the  
            committee and council members to review these for future discussion. 

5. Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation  APPROPRIATION 
to pass the Annual Appropriation Ordinance, Ordinance No.     ORDINANCE  
2011-6-3. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, 
and Risko, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Ordinance No. 2011-6-3 was adopted by unanimous 
roll call vote. 

      6.   The committee discussed the employee salaries, reviewed the expenses presented by Alderman 
 Bork regarding “Reasons to retire the police dog”, and whether to change the committee meeting 
 night. The finance committee decided to ask Chief Cass to review the expenses presented by  
 Alderman Bork and provide some information at a future meeting regarding, Scout, the City’s 
 police dog. 
 
Mayor Bates stated the next agenda item was to consider the community COMMUNITY HOUSE 
house bathrooms rehabilitation and whether to solicit for bids for the project. After some discussion, 
Alderman Risko moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to authorize the clerk to advertise for bids for 
the community house bathrooms rehabilitation construction project in the Mirror Democrat and the 
Prairie Advocate newspapers with the bids to be submitted by the end of the business day on August 23, 
2011. Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Bork, 
yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. It was noted that the bids would be opened at the 
finance committee meeting on August 23rd.  
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to table the  PART TIME POLICE 
Ordinance Regarding Part Time Police Officers until the next meeting  OFFICERS ORDINANCE 
on July 26, 2011.  Roll call vote: Aldermen Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, 
and Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Risko seconded to continue to COMMITTEES 
hold the department committee meetings as they have been in the past on the Monday evening before 
the second Tuesday of every month. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, 
yes, Charles, yes, and Rose, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Sisler moved and Alderman Charles seconded to approve the SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
special use permit application submitted by Sarah Senneff, 828 South Jackson Street, to operate a beauty 
salon in her home. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, 
and Sisler, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Charles moved and Alderman Bork seconded to approve the VARIANCE  
variance application submitted by Stephen and Terrina Aebly, 213 E.  APPLICATION 
Silk Street, requesting to build a garage at a 20’ set back versus the required 30’ set back. Roll call vote: 
Aldermen Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, and Bergren, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 
0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE JULY 12, 2011 MEETING    PAGE 3 
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Risko seconded to approve the  LED LIGHTING IN PARK 
installation of the LED light fixtures in the (ornamental) street lights in Point Rock Park by Herrell 
Electric at the cost of $315 per light, not to exceed six (6) lights. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bork, yes, 
Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, and Risko, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Alderman 
Sisler stated he thought the cost might be split between the sewer department and the park department as 
a couple of the lights were by the sewer plant area. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne Schnitzler, 808 N. Galena Street, was in attendance and RUSTY, MURKY WATER 
addressed the council about her household water. She presented photos of her swimming pool after a fill 
from the hose at her home and her mother’s home next door. The rust was very visible. She also 
presented a filter from her water line in the house. Mayor Bates stated he had gone to Mrs. Schnitzler’s 
after she called awhile back and she had drawn a few glasses of water. He stated he had talked with the 
water superintendent and he stated he would send someone to this house and collect samples for testing 
and noted that they would be doing the hydrant flushing in August.  
 
Mr. Jeff Woodside and Mrs. Teri Ebensberger were in attendance and addressed the council about the 
water bill collections and whether the city would be hiring a building inspector. 
Alderman Bergren stated he would like to see whether the City could pursue a marijuana ordinance like 
the City of Peoria. City Attorney Coplan stated that there were several factors to consider when looking 
at this, one was whether it would be possible to set up under a non-home rule community as Mount 
Carroll was, and the other was the enforcement.   
 
Mayor Bates noted he received correspondence from Larry Libberton  TLP BANNERS 
of the Timber Lake Playhouse board. They were wondering whether the City would contribute towards 
the purchase of the 50th Anniversary banners they received this year. To have this matter on the agenda 
for the next meeting. 
 
Alderman Risko noted he was downtown one day when a tour bus came into town. They were here to go 
to the play that day and they brought them into town as well. 
 
Clerk Cuckler reported that the tree board brought in a grant application TREES FOREVER GRANT 
for the purchase of new trees. This matter was referred to the next council meeting. 
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Charles seconded to adjourn the ADJOURNMENT 
meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, and 
Sisler, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 
 
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the July 26, 2011 regular meeting. 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
 
  


