
MINUTES OF THE JULY 26, 2011 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL CITY 
COUNCIL 
 
Mr. David Weissmiller rang the bell to announce the start of the meeting.  RINGING OF BELL 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.    CALL TO ORDER 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen Tom Charles, present, Jim Rose,  ROLL CALL 
present, Bob Sisler, present, Doug Bergren, present, Mike Risko, present, and Doris Bork, present. 
Alderman Sisler led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Mr. John Boelkens, Mt. Carroll Church of God, gave the invocation. 
 
Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Rose seconded to approve the minutes MINUTES 
of the July 12, 2011 regular meeting as presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Rose, yes, 
Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Risko seconded to authorize the  ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
payment of the accounts payable to date for the month of July 2011 as approved by the finance 
committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, and 
Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates reported that the bank accounts balance totaled $589,796.13  FINANCIAL REPORT 
as of today. Alderman Risko moved and Alderman Charles seconded to approve the financial report as 
presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, and 
Rose, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
          COMMITTEES 
Alderman Rose reported of the July 19th ADA committee meeting:  ADA 

1. The topics discussed were the downtown parking issues, set up and publicity for the July 26th 
open house in City Hall for the 21st anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, Alderman Jim Rose was named community coordinator, Barb Hansen, NICIL advisor, was 
to provide a sample survey form to Alderman Rose for his review of the downtown parking, 
Clerk Cuckler was to check on getting information onto the city/chamber website, Barb Hansen 
was to get more information about the MARS grant program to the city, and the next meeting 
was scheduled for August 16th at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Alderman Charles reported of the July 25th license & ordinance committee LICENSE & ORDINANCE 
meeting: 
1.   The committee reviewed the proposed water ordinance changes with WATER ORDINANCE 
      the water bill assistance information provided by Alderman Charles. The proposals would be  
      considered again at the next city council meeting on August 9th with encouragement for  
      landlords to come to the meeting with their input. A proposal to have a draft ordinance done by the 
      city attorney would then be presented.  
2.   The committee discussed the nuisance issues. To get letters of violations to the property owners. 
3.   To consider a review of the nuisance ordinances. 
 
Alderman Charles reported that the water, sewer and streets department heads were not in attendance at 
last night’s meeting. Several issues were brought up for their consideration. The committee asked the 
clerk to have a copy of the notes from the meeting presented to them. 
 
Alderman Rose reported of the July 25th police committee meeting:  POLICE 

1. Discussed the air conditioning in the police department office. The suggestion from the  
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            plumbing and heating contractor was to have another window unit installed. Alderman Charles 
            moved and Alderman Risko seconded to authorize the chief to purchase a new window air 
            conditioner for the office if needed this season at a cost not to exceed $350.00. Roll call vote:  
            Aldermen Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, and Sisler, yes. Vote: 
            6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
      2.   The committee reviewed the expenses and pros and cons of maintaining  K-9 UNIT 
            the City’s K-9 unit with Scout. Alderman Bergren reported that the committee tabled this matter  
            pending input from the schools.  
 
Alderman Charles reported of the July 25th finance committee meeting: FINANCE 

1. The bills were reviewed and approved. 
2. Mayor Bates noted an agenda item that he missed for this meeting, which was the appointment 

for the planning commission. Mrs. Diane Lego had volunteered. Mayor Bates stated he would 
make sure it was on the agenda for the next meeting. 

3. Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation TLP DONATION 
to authorize the contribution of $100.00 from the band fund to Timber Lake Playhouse. Roll call 
vote: Aldermen Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, and Bergren, yes. 
Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 

      4.   Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation TREE GRANT 
            to authorize the mayor to sign the Emerald Ash Borer application form and agreement to pursue  
            a grant from the Trees Forever partners. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose,  
            yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, and Risko, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
       Noted that the city’s contribution could be $3,000.00 in a dollar for dollar match either with  
            in-kind volunteer work or the purchase of trees. 
      5.   Discussed the lien recorded on the trailer park property that is owned by Mr. Kenneth Bennett  
            (of Rockford, IL). 

6. Alderman Charles reported of the payment to the CPA firm for the progress of the audit work.  
The payment of $10,000 was made in tonight’s accounts payable. He also reported of the new 
pump that was needed at the swimming pool to keep it in operation. The cost would be 
approximately $4,400. 

7. Mayor Bates reported that the city crew were working on the blacktopping near the Clay Street  
intersection on Benton Street. 

8. Discussed a handicapped parking issue. 
9. Discussed the Benton Street work and that the costs need to be reviewed when the contractor 

provides a statement. 
10. Discussed the listing of Pledge Securities provided by the bank. 
11. Discussed the revolving loan fund loans. 
12. Discussed the contribution by the Lions Club to the community house bathroom rehabilitation. 
13. Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation INTERFUND TRANSFER 

to authorize the interfund transfer of $9,000.00 from the water fund to the sewer fund in order to 
meet expenses for this month. Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, 
Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 

 
Mr. Len Anderson, Car Cruise Night organizer, addressed the council and reported that last Saturday 
night’s event went very well even with the threat of rain. The next cruise night is August 20th. 
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Alderman Risko moved and Alderman Rose seconded to pass Ordinance ORDINANCE NO. 
No. 2011-7-3, AN ORDINANCE REGARDING PART-TIME POLICE 2011-7-3 
OFFICERS. Roll call vote: Aldermen Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, and 
Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Risko seconded to approve the PROCLAMATION 
Timber Lake Playhouse 50th Anniversary recognition proclamation. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sisler, yes, 
Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, and Rose, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. the motion 
was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates recognized the letter of resignation he received from Mr. John Swiech. He was the member 
at large of the Joint Review board of the Mount Carroll TIF and the Mount Carroll Community 
Development Corporation member for the Revolving Loan Fund Business Development Committee. 
Mayor Bates stated he wished Mr. Swiech well in his retirement. 
 
Mr. Jeff Woodside and Mr. Len Anderson were in attendance and addressed the council with their 
comments about the City’s K-9 dog Scout. 
Alderman Sisler asked the mayor for the information he requested before regarding a procedure to get 
items placed on the agenda. Mayor Bates stated he did not have that yet, but he would get that to him. 
 
Under correspondence it was noted that the salt cost per ton for the winter season would be $64.37, and 
the recycling pick up amount for the month of June was 22,830 pounds. 
 
Alderman Risko moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to adjourn the  ADJOURNMENT 
meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, and 
Sisler, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 8:13 p.m. 
 
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the August 9, 2011 regular meeting. 
 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
 
 
  

   
 
   
 


