
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 14, 2011 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL CITY 
COUNCIL 
 
Mr. Ed Olds rang the bell to announce the start of the meeting.  RINGING OF BELL 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.   CALL TO ORDER 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen Tom Charles, present,  ROLL CALL 
Jim Rose, present, Bob Sisler, present, Doug Bergren, present, Mike Risko, present, and Doris Bork, 
present.  
Alderman Doug Bergren led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Mr. Ed Olds gave the invocation. 
 
Consensus of the council members in attendance to approve an amendment MINUTES 
to the minutes of the May 24, 2011 regular meeting regarding the approval of the contract with Law’s 
Excavating for the construction work on the Benton Street roadway project, Alderman Charles stated it 
was agreed that the payments to Law’s Excavating would be capped at $40,000.00 through the 
completion of the project and hold back the remainder until all of the work and inspections were 
completed and approved. Mr. Reid Law, Law’s Excavating, was in attendance and stated he did not have 
a problem with that. Alderman Risko moved and Alderman Charles seconded to approve the minutes of 
the May 24, 2011 regular meeting with the amended comments and the minutes of the May 31, 2011 and 
June 1, 2011 council training meetings. Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, 
Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Charles moved and Alderman Risko seconded to authorize the ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
payment of the accounts payable to date for the month of June 2011 as approved by the finance 
committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, and 
Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates reported the bank account totals as of today were   FINANCIAL REPORT 
$608,112.26. He noted that the interest rate on the checking accounts had dropped again down to ½%. 
Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Risko seconded to approve the financial report as presented. 
Roll call vote: Aldermen Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, and Rose, yes. 
Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
          MAYFEST THANK YOU 
The council members present voiced their approval to allow an addition to the agenda at this time. 
Mayor Bates introduced Mr. Ed Olds III of the Mount Carroll Mayfest Committee. Mr. Olds addressed 
the city council and expressed the Mayfest Committee’s appreciation to the mayor, city council and city 
crew for their continued support of the annual Mt. Carroll Mayfest. He stated they did not have all of the 
final numbers, receipts and expenses tallied yet, but even with the rain this season there was a good turn 
out and they were pleased with the weekend overall. 
          COMMITTEES 
 
Alderman Charles reported of the June 14th finance committee meeting: FINANCE 

1. The bills were reviewed and approved. 
2. Alderman Bork presented a copy of a newspaper article regarding handicapped parking 

regulations. 
3. Alderman Charles referred to a couple of the bills in the accounts payable. 
4. Alderman Bork asked that the city employees consider getting gasoline for the vehicles as equal 

as possible at the two businesses in town. 
5. The committee worked on the Annual Appropriation Ordinance. The consensus of the committee 
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            was to continue the work session at the end of the council meeting this evening. 
 
Mr. Lou Schau, CDC, was in attendance and reported that the second floor  CDC 
windows had been installed in the Kraft Commons Building, the new Fudge Shop was now open, and 
the Mount Carroll Rotary Club would be celebrating their 25th anniversary and an open house would be 
held at the Kraft Building on Saturday, June 18th. 
 
Mayor Bates and Alderman Charles reported of seeking the transportation of PAVER BRICKS 
the paver bricks from the City of Amboy, IL to Mount Carroll. After some discussion Alderman Charles 
stated he would have a cost for a contractor to move the bricks by the next meeting, or Mayor Bates 
stated he would have information about a volunteer. 
 
Mr. Len Anderson, Friends of the Waukarusa and organizer for the Car Cruise  CAR CRUISE 
Nights was in attendance and reported Saturday, June 18th would be the first Car Cruise Night this year. 
All was organized, hoping for good weather and expressed his appreciation to the city crew for their 
work in the downtown to prepare for this event. 3-D sound would be the music entertainment for the 
evening. He also asked about the trail work to be done this year. Mayor Bates noted that it wasn’t 
forgotten.  
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to pass Ordinance No. ORDINANCE NO. 
2011-6-1, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MOUNT CARROLL,   2011-6-1 
CARROLL COUNTY, ILLINOIS, ASCERTAINING THE PREVAILING RATE OF WAGES FOR 
LABORERS, MECHANICS AND OTHER WORKERS EMPLOYED ON PUBLIC WORKS OF SAID 
CITY. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, and Sisler, 
yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Ordinance No. 2011-6-1 was adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Mayor Bates stated the next two agenda items, the Appropriation Ordinance and the MSA Professional 
Services, Inc. presentation of the Sludge Permit Application, would be postponed to a later date.  
 
Alderman Sisler moved and Alderman Charles seconded to approve the street STREET 
solicitation request from the Humane Society of Carroll County and allow   SOLICITATION 
this activity at the highway intersection on June 25, 2011 and ask that they display a sign at the 
intersection identifying their organization. Roll call vote: Aldermen Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, 
Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, and Bergren, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. the motion was carried. 
 
After some discussion the consensus of the city council members present was to CORPORATE 
table the two Corporate Authorization Resolutions for The National Bank and AUTHORIZATION 
the Savanna Thomson State Bank and refer the matter to the finance committee RESOLUTIONS 
for a recommendation.  
 
Alderman Risko moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to confirm the   ANNUAL  
appointments as presented by the mayor. Alderman Sisler addressed the   APPOINTMENTS 
council and provided a handout with excerpts from the Mount Carroll City Code. He stated it was 
indicated under a couple of areas that the mayor’s appointments were to be presented for approval with 
the advice or consent of the city council. He also commented he felt the council committees that have up 
to three members should be represented by the three wards. Alderman Charles read the list of 
committees, boards and commissions presented by the mayor for consideration this evening. Roll call  
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vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Rose, no, Sisler, no, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Bork, no. Vote: 3 yeses 
and 3 noes. Mayor Bates broke the tie with a yes vote. The motion was carried. Alderman Bork asked 
that there be an ad or notation in the newspaper story to ask for someone to consider serving on the 
Planning Commission. Two more members are needed. 
 
Alderman Charles presented a Request for Proposal document to be presented RFP FOR A 
to area collection agencies to help with collecting the delinquent administrative COLLECTION  
fines and fees and delinquent utility billings. He stated this was one step towards AGENCY 
trying to collect on some of the old water bill accounts from those people that have gone and we have 
not had an idea of their location for some time. These accounts would be listed as a bad debt and if an 
agency was selected these names and addresses would be provided to them for collection. Generally in 
this process the City would agree to a percentage of the receipts going to the agency and the City would 
accept the remainder as payment of the bill. The second step in getting some of the old accounts from 
the trailer court cleared up. He stated he would like to meet with the city attorney to determine how that 
might be handled. The third step is to go after some of the higher bad accounts and set up payments. The 
fourth step is to crack down on more of the individuals that are chronically late. He suggested also 
setting up a “health and welfare fund” to be used to help some of the individuals that experience a hardship 
and need some help. He stated he had talked with a representative from the Mount Carroll Ministerial 
Association that could offer assistance in administering this fund. Alderman Sisler asked about the 
process and guidelines for this. Alderman Charles stated if this was agreed to move forward certainly the 
guidelines would be set in place and approved before giving any assistance. He stated the City would 
want to look at the City Code and determine whether there were stricter regulations or fees to be set into 
place as well. Alderman Charles moved and Alderman Risko seconded to authorize Alderman Charles 
to send out the Request for Proposals to the collection agencies. Roll call vote: Aldermen Rose, yes, 
Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, and Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion 
was carried. Alderman Charles reported there were three agencies in the area  
(Sterling and Freeport, IL)  
 
Mayor Bates asked the council to consider his memo regarding a verbal request  LIQUOR LICENSES 
from a property owner in the downtown area wishing to know if the council would increase the number 
of liquor licenses as she was considering opening a business that would be selling packaged beer and 
wine. Alderman Risko asked if the individual had made application to the city yet. Mayor Bates stated 
no and that the individual also was not here tonight. Alderman Risko moved and Alderman Bergren 
seconded to table this matter until a formal request has been presented and filed. Roll call vote: 
Aldermen Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, and Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 
0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Under general audience Mr. Jeff Woodside addressed the council about pursuing  GENERAL  
the delinquent water bills and asked about the progress of the Benton Street AUDIENCE 
Roadway project. Ms. Penny Lally and Mr. Richard Frey asked and made comment about the request to 
add another liquor license. Mr. Reid Law, Law’s Excavating, was in attendance and did provide 
information about the progress of the Benton Street project. They have encountered several “soft spots” or 
very wet areas in the base under the concrete. These require more dirt to be removed and more rock then 
is needed for fill. Weather has been playing a part in the progress as well.  
 
Mayor Bates noted the following correspondence: 
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1. IEPA letter regarding the May 17th inspection of the waterworks system. Alderman Sisler stated 

it was noted that the proper permits for the Commercial Street water extension were not 
completed. Mayor Bates stated that the matter was being addressed. 

2. IML Risk Management Association letter regarding an added tax interruption coverage.  
3. Jo-Carroll Energy letter expressing appreciation for the council’s participation in the Council 

Training Sessions and provided a copy of the survey results. Alderman Risko stated he hoped 
that the facilitators would come back in another 6 months to follow up as was indicated in the 
letter.  

4. IEPA letter regarding the Coliform Site Plan information 
5. US Department of Commerce and Census Bureau letter regarding accessing community data 

information on the computer website 
6. Mt. Carroll Chamber of Commerce newsletter. 
7. Letter from State Treasurer Dan Rutherford. 
8. Mayor Bates noted the Moring Disposal, Inc. recycling weight picked up in May. 36,400 pounds. 

 
Alderman Sisler expressed his concern about a couple of issues. One was that he is not able to drink the 
water from the tap at his home and he has received a couple of calls from other citizens that have said 
the same. Alderman Bergren and Risko stated that he and those individuals could have their water tested 
if they are concerned about something in the water. Terry Bausman, City employee on the water 
department, was in attendance and commented that all of the tests of the water supply sent to the labs 
regularly come back with fine results. Discussed City Code enforcement issues.  
 
Alderman Risko moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to go into executive EXECUTIVE SESSION 
session to consider the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal 
of specific employees. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, 
yes, and Rose, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. Mayor Bates adjourned the 
meeting to closed session at 8:58 p.m. 
 
Mayor Bates called the meeting back into open session at 9:12 p.m.  OPEN SESSION 
 
Alderman Sisler moved and Alderman Charles seconded to approve a   TERRY BAUSMAN 
$1.00 an hour salary increase for City employee Terry Bausman in return for opting out of the City 
health insurance coverage. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, 
Rose, yes, and Sisler, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. Alderman Sisler asked Mr. 
Bausman to provide some assurance that he would not have a time period with a lapse of health 
coverage during this process. Mr. Bausman thanked the council for considering this matter. 
 
The council members present continued a work session of the annual appropriation BUDGET 
ordinance. Since the chief of police was not at this part of the meeting his department was delayed to 
another meeting to be determined. 
 
Alderman Charles moved and Alderman Risko seconded to adjourn the meeting. ADJOURNMENT 
Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Bork, yes. 
Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 10:43 p.m. 
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The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the June 28, 2011 regular meeting with the 
following amendment: The motion to amend the minutes was approved to reflect what he (Alderman 
Sisler) asked to have that issue on the agenda stated in the minutes. An addition to page four in the 
second paragraph starting with Alderman Sisler.   
Alderman Sisler stated that he had commented at the last meeting and asked for the council to discuss 
some requirements of representation of each ward on various committees (of the council) for this 
meeting. May that be on the agenda for the next meeting? 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
 
 


