
MINUTES OF THE MAY 24, 2011 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL CITY 
COUNCIL 
 
Nick Meeker rang the bell to announce the start of the meeting.   RINGING OF BELL 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.   CALL TO ORDER 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen Tom Charles, present,  ROLL CALL 
Jim Rose, present, Bob Sisler, present, Doug Bergren, present, Mike Risko, present, and Doris Bork, 
present. 
Alderman Risko led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Reverend Reser, Mount Carroll Church of God, gave the invocation. 
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Risko seconded to approve the MINUTES 
minutes of the May 10, 2011 regular meeting as presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Rose, 
yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was 
carried. 
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Risko seconded to authorize the ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
payment of the accounts payable to date for the month of May 2011 as approved by the finance 
committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, and 
Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates reported the bank account balance total was at $569,313.81.  FINANCIAL REPORT 
Alderman Risko moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to approve the financial report with the 
removal of one bill from the recreation fund, to be determined by the mayor which one, to be delayed 
until next month. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, 
and Rose, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. This would provide that the recreation fund would not have a 
negative balance at the end of this month.  
          COMMITTEES 
Alderman Bergren read the minutes of the May 18th historic preservation HPAC 
advisory committee meeting. A copy of those minutes are on file in City Hall. 
 
Mr. Reid Law addressed the council and reported that the Chamber sign on IL Route 64 at the east end 
of town was damaged in the recent storm. Mayor Bates stated that the appropriate parties had been 
notified about this matter. 
 
Mayor Bates read the minutes of the May 23rd license and ordinance  LICENSE & ORDINANCE 
committee meeting. After some discussion by the council members present the consensus was to 
continue to receive the monthly accounts receivable report of the water, sewer, debt service and garbage 
service charges that were uncollected at the end of each month. Mayor Bates reported he had talked with 
Mr. Nick Naples the owner of the old school facility on South Main Street and he was going to work on 
clearing out the weeds on the parkways. 
 
Mayor Bates read the minutes from the May 23rd cemetery board, streets, CEMETERY, STREETS 
water & sewer, and police committees meetings. The original of these WATER, SEWER, POLICE  
minutes is on file in the City Hall office.      
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Rose seconded to authorize the  ADVERTISE FOR FIRE 
placement of the public notice ads in the newspaper before conducting the HYDRANT FLUSHING 
fire hydrant flushing. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, 
Rose, yes, and Sisler, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
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Alderman Sisler moved and Alderman Charles seconded to approve NICK MEEKER-SUMMER 
hiring Nick Meeker for summer help with the public works departments. HELP 
Roll call vote: Aldermen Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, and Bergren, yes. 
Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Alderman Risko moved and Alderman Bork seconded to approve   JOE SISLER-PART TIME 
hiring Joe Sisler as a part time police patrol officer. Roll call vote:   POLICE OFFICER 
Aldermen Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, here, Bergren, yes, and Risko, yes. Vote: 6 yeses 
and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates read the minutes of the May 24th finance committee meeting: FINANCE 

1. The bills were reviewed and approved. 
2. Discussed the street paver bricks that would need to be transported from the City of Amboy, IL. 
3. Reviewed the draft of the annual appropriation ordinance. Alderman Risko noted his concern 

that the sewer fund has been at a deficit and looks to be that way again. Mayor Bates stated the 
sewer fund did need to be considered for a rate increase. Alderman Sisler noted his concern and 
felt that the expenditure line items needed to be lowered and consider taking out some that had a 
two-year history of little or no expenses. Mayor Bates presented the finance committee 
recommendation to have the draft ordinance of the appropriations on the agenda for the next 
council meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, 
Risko, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Alderman Sisler asked if more revisions 
could be addressed at the next meeting. Mayor Bates stated that those matters could be addressed 
then.        APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 

4. Mr. Len Anderson was in attendance and commented about keeping the community’s business 
and activities in a positive direction. 

5. Mayor Bates presented the finance committee recommendation PRESERVATION  
to authorize the payment/reimbursement of the travel expenses to CONFERENCE 
Cindy Pingitore to attend the Preservation Conference in Godfrey, IL on June 2nd through the 4th 
at a cost not to exceed $550.00. Roll call vote: Aldermen Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, 
Risko, yes, Bork, yes, and Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 

 
Mr. Lou Schau, CDC, was in attendance and reported of the new   CDC 
businesses scheduled to open in the downtown soon, the flowers were in the flower boxes in the 
downtown and he was working on the business survey questionnaire.  
 
Mr. Steve Haring, MSA Professional Services, Inc., was in attendance and  MSA 
reported that the engineers were working on the sludge disposal permit application and were working 
with Superintendent Handel regarding the Illinois Emergency Management Agency request to register 
the City’s wells on their website. 
 
Mayor Bates asked the council to consider the next agenda item being the LAW EXCAVATING 
Law Excavating Contract for the work on the Benton Street Roadway CONTRACT 
Improvement Project. (Total cost for pavement removal, earth excavation, earth excavation side roads, 
and final grading of Benton Street from the East Street intersection westerly to the Clay Street 
intersection: $52,994.36) Alderman Sisler questioned the change in the project from Clay Street to King 
Street versus East Street and the consideration to bypass the bidding process. Mayor Bates and Mr. Reid 
Law of Law Excavating explained the planning involved with the County Highway Department  
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Engineer Kevin Vandendooren and by using the contractor with the county and city forces for this 
project the costs were more manageable to get the excavation done and have at least a double seal coat 
of the roadway done in this year’s season. Alderman Charles asked where the concrete debris would be 
disposed. Mr. Law stated that depending on its condition he had two disposal sites located on Law 
property that the concrete would go that were outside of the city’s corporate limits. Alderman Charles 
asked about payment of the project. Mr. Law stated depending on the timeframe it would be based on 
unit costs completed monthly. Alderman Charles asked about who would sign off on the project once it 
was completed. Mayor Bates stated that the county engineer would make the recommendation to the 
city. Mr. Law stated he could start as soon as the first week in June if all was approved. Alderman Sisler 
asked City Attorney Coplan to comment on the waiving of the bidding process for this contract. City 
Attorney Coplan was in attendance and stated where this was a process by which the council could use it 
was not something he would suggest the council use with frequency. There are projects and equipment 
purchases that can be justified by the circumstances presented. Mr. Law noted that he was a pre-
qualified contractor with the Illinois Department of Transportation. Mr. Law provided a description of 
project work if this was approved for him to do. The seal coating to be done by the Carroll County 
Highway Department would not be done until July or August. Alderman Charles asked to have the water 
drainage to one residence near the intersection of South Jackson Street is reviewed when going by this 
area. Alderman Risko moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to waive the  WAIVE BIDDING 
bidding process for the Benton Street Roadway Improvement Project.   BENTON STREET 
Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, and Sisler, yes. 
Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried.  
Alderman Sisler moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to approve the contract LAW EXCAVATING 
and authorize the mayor to sign the contract with Law Excavating for the Benton Street Project at the 
cost of $52,994.36. Roll call vote: Aldermen Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, 
and Bergren, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried.  
 
Mr. Len Anderson was in attendance and addressed the council to report that the first Car Cruise Night 
was scheduled for June 18th. He noted that some of the benches at the parking lot area behind the 
Pharmacy Center would need to be repaired or replaced.  
 
Mr. Reid Law was in attendance and addressed the council to report that he was again applying to hold a 
Regional Motor Cross Track event in the 2012 calendar year. 
 
Mayor Bates reported of his meeting with two representatives from the NICIL organization. He stated he 
would be looking to set up an ADA committee of the city to review the American with Disabilities Act 
regulations periodically. 
 
Mr. Russell Simpson and Mr. John Cox, Jo Carroll Energy, were in attendance  COUNCIL TRAINING 
and addressed the council about the scheduled council training for May 31st and June 1st here in City 
Hall.   
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Alderman Bergren moved and Alderman Bork seconded to adjourn into EXECUTIVE SESSION 
executive session to consider the purchase or lease of real property for the  PURCHASE OR LEASE OF 
public use. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes,  PROPERTY 
Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, and Risko, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. Mayor 
Bates adjourned to executive session at 8:47 p.m. 
 
Mayor Bates called the meeting back into open session at 9:11 p.m.  OPEN SESSION 
 
City Attorney Coplan reported to the council that he had talked with Mr. John Cox about the upcoming 
council training session next week. He stated he would be attending the two sessions, but he would not 
bill the city for it. 
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Risko seconded to adjourn the ADJOURNMENT 
meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, and 
Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 9:18 p.m. 
 
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes as amended with the following: In the section 
on page 2 and 3, Law’s Excavating Contract, “It was the consensus of the city council that the payments 
to Law’s Excavating would be capped at $40,000.00 through the completion of the project and hold 
back the remainder until all work and inspections were completed and approved.” 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
 
   


