
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 27, 2011 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL 
CITY COUNCIL 
 
Retired Police Chief Delbert Hockman rang the bell to announce the start   RINGING OF BELL 
the meeting. Mayor Carl Bated called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  CALL TO ORDER 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen Tom Charles, present, Jim Rose, ROLL CALL 
present, Bob Sisler, present, Doug Bergren, present, Mike Risko, present, and Doris Bork, present.  
Alderman Charles led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Mr. John Boelkens gave the invocation. 
 
Alderman Risko moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to approve the  MINUTES 
minutes of the September 13, 2011 regular meeting as presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, 
Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion 
was carried. 
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Risko seconded to authorize the ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
payment of the accounts payable for the month of September 2011 as approved by the finance 
committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, and 
Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mayor Bates noted the bank account balances as of today totaled   FINANCIAL REPORT 
$491,572.40. Alderman Risko moved and Alderman Charles seconded to approve the financial report as 
presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, and 
Rose, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried.  
           COMMITTEES 
Alderman Charles reported of the September 26th license & ordinance  LICENSE & ORDINANCE 
committee meeting: 

1. Alderman Charles presented information about braking and stopping distances and he asked the 
council members to look at the area of South East Street traveling south from Benton Street to 
Route 64. He would like to consider whether a speed limit change was needed here. There is a bit 
of a hill by the Ridge Street intersection and the visibility from the driveways on East Street are 
hindered in this area. He asked all present to at least take a look at the area and discuss this 
matter at a future meeting.  

2. Discussed the digging at and around the pond area along Mill Street by the park. Would the large 
piles of dirt cause problems with water in the area or the City’s flood insurance? It was discussed 
to review the permit to the property owner for fill and excavating to see if it was for around the 
pond area. 

3. The committee members present were in agreement to review the nuisance code section of the 
city code to consider any amendments. This would be discussed at the next committee meeting. 
Clerk Cuckler was also still to provide a quote from the City’s code company about a complete 
update of the code. 

 
Alderman Bergren reported of the September 26th police committee meeting: POLICE 

1. Chief Cass reported that the new squad car was in. It was operational, just a few more items to 
have installed. 

2. Discussed the police job descriptions. Alderman Sisler asked to have these reviewed with what 
was already in the city code book and consider if there are any changes or issues. To have this 
matter deferred to the next committee meeting. 
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Alderman Bergren reported of the September 26th cemetery board meeting: CEMETERY 
1.   Alderman Bergren presented the cemetery board recommendation to approve  IVEY MONUMENT 
      the Ivey Monument proposal to improve up to eleven (11) monument stones in the older section of 
      the Oak Hill Cemetery at a cost not to exceed $1,500.00 Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes,  
      Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, and Sisler, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion 
      was carried. 
2.   The consensus of the committee was to approve the request from the Mount Carroll Chamber of  
      Commerce to have the cemetery tour hours extended to an afternoon time slot on Saturday, October 
      29th. 
3.   Discussed part time help. To continue with lesser hours. 
4.   Superintendent Dauphin reported the Grasshopper tractor needed repairs. Cost $800.00. 
 
Alderman Bergren reported of the water & sewer committee meeting: WATER & SEWER 

1. Mr. Nick Wagner, MSA, was in attendance and reported that the new switch work at the well 
houses would be completed by the first of the year. 

2. Supt. Handel reported that there was a light out at the top of the water tower. The light is an LED 
light and is tied into the electrical system. Nick Wagner stated that he would check with the 
contractors about any warranty before hiring someone to have this done. 

3. Alderman Bergren presented the water and sewer committee  NEW RADIOS 
recommendation to approve the purchase of seven (7) new Kenwood mobile radios, two (2) new 
Kenwood base station package units with power supply and desk microphone, two (2) new 
Kenwood portable radios with accessories, and the license processing with the FCC, at the cost 
of $3,765.00 from Lectronics, Inc., of Rock Falls, IL and Clinton, IA. Roll call vote: Aldermen 
Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, and Bergren, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 
noes. The motion was carried.  

4. Supt. Handel reported that the water hydrant flushing should be completed by the end of the 
month. Discussion of the water system operation and water tower maintenance. This was the first 
year for the tower maintenance since it was constructed. 

5. Supt. Handel reported the crew with coordination with the street department would be tying in  
the water line for house at the corner of Mill and Rapp Street into the bigger water main 
sometime this week if weather permits. 

6. Supt. Handel reported that they were waiting for the liner company (Renosys) to install the new 
grates in the City swimming pool. 

7. Supt. Handel reported that they were working on one of the clarifiers at the sewer plant. The cost 
for materials would be $1,500.00.        

 
Alderman Risko reported of the September 26th streets committee meeting: STREETS 

1. Discussed work to be done yet this fall, gutter repairs, brick street repairs and fill in pot holes. 
2. Discussed the maintenance needed of the Galena Street Bridge before winter. Mayor Bates 

reported that the engineers have indicated that the replacement project would not happen until 
2013.      

3. Discussed the Benton Street soft spot. Supt. Dauphin reported that the county engineer 
recommended waiting a few weeks before repairing. 

4. Supt. Dauphin reported he would look at School Alley to see what repairs might be needed. 
5. Discussed the new street lights at the intersection of South Jackson Street and Commercial 

Street. Two have been done at the Jackson Street intersection. 
6. Alderman Risko presented the streets committee recommendation   NEW TIRES 
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            to approve the purchase of four (4) new front tires for the loader tractors at the cost of $1,108.00  
            from Bushman’s of Milledgeville, IL. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose,  
            yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, and Risko, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 

7. Ms. Diane Lego asked the committee whether a specific Saturday could be set for each May and 
October each year for the bulky waste pick up.  

 
Alderman Charles reported of the September 27th finance committee meeting: FINANCE 

1. The bills were reviewed and approved. 
2. Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation TIF FUNDS 

to approve the disbursements from the TIF fund as presented (by Mayor Bates) up to the 
amounts proportionate in receipts (deposited) in the TIF account. Roll call vote: Aldermen 
Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 
noes. The motion was carried. (Disbursement: $7,500.00 to Mt. Carroll Banking Center; 
$1,000.00 to Schneider House Furniture; $5,000.00 to Mt. Carroll Bowling Center; $1,000.00 to 
New Morning Glass; $500.00 from Kraft Building/CDC increment to the City Revolving Loan 
Fund; $20,000.00 to the City Revolving Loan Fund towards the CDC loan for the Kraft Building 
project; $15,000.00 to the City Debt Service Fund towards the EPA loan for the Water project.  

3. Discussed the GASB 45 requirement for the audit. Deferred any action to the next finance  
committee meeting pending more information. 

      4.   Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation to NEW FLAGS 
            authorize the purchase of 25 new flags for display in the downtown at the cost of $312.50 from 
            American Legion Post 67 in Carroll County. Alderman Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes,  
            Risko, yes, Bork, yes, and Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. the motion was carried. 
      5.   Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation to ACCOUNTS 
            authorize the amount of $3,755.40 of the account receivable accounts of RECEIVABLE 
            the water, sewer, debt service and garbage bills to be written off into  LINE ITEM 
            an accounts receivable-collection agency line item and two other accounts totaling   
            $185.50 to be written off into the bad debt expense. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sisler, yes,  
            Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, and Rose, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. 
      6.   Alderman Charles suggested looking at costs for the city to back up the ON-LINE BACKUP 
            the computers on an on-line back up system. He stated he would provide some costs for this at a 
            future meeting. 
      7.   After some discussion Mayor Bates stated he would check with the  BRIDGE WORK 
            engineers (Willet and Hoffmann) to see whether the steel plates should be replaced on the wood 
            deck of the Galena Street Bridge before the replacement of the bridge in a year or two. 
      8.   Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation to INTERFUND 
            authorize the interfund transfer of $8,000.00 from the City general fund TRANSFERS 
            to the City recreation fund. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Bork, yes,  
            Charles, yes, Rose, yes, and Sisler, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
            Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation to authorize the interfund  
            transfer of $1,200.00 from the City water fund to the City sewer fund. Roll call vote: Aldermen 
            Risko, yes, Bork, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, and Bergren, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 
            noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Mr. Lou Schau, CDC, reported that the owners of the New Morning Glass   CDC UPDATE 
business has redone the upstairs of the building to offer a 2-bedroom apartment for vacation rental called 
the Market Street Walk-up. The September 24th Market Street Art Guild 24-hour fundraiser went 
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very well and a representative from the group would be at the City’s next meeting to present the 
proceeds to help support the rehab of the community house bathrooms. He also reported of the Friends 
of the Library event on October 1st. A Pirates Murder Mystery night.  
 
Alderman Doug Bergren reported of the People for Progress announcement of MT. CARROLL 
the creation of the Mt. Carroll Community Foundation. The foundation has COMMUNITY 
been formed to accept donations that would be used for charitable objectives FOUNDATION 
towards the benefit of the quality of life and other needs of the community. More information would be 
forthcoming with the development of a Board of Directors. 
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Risko seconded to acknowledge the IDENTITY PROTECTION 
Council’s receipt of the City of Mount Carroll Identity Protection Policy. POLICY 
Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Bork, yes. 
Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 
 
Under general audience, Mr. Jeff Woodside of South East Street reported that there were a couple of 
street lights flickering and almost out on South East Street near the Middle School building, and 
Alderman Sisler stated that the light on the flag at the Point Rock Park was out and commented that he 
noticed the city crew operating the bucket truck in the downtown today and he was concerned about 
some safety issues. 
 
Mayor Bates read the Proclamation for Mental Illness Awareness Week to be observed during the week 
of October 2, 2011 through October 8, 2011. 
 
Mayor Bates reported of the recycling amounts picked up by Moring Disposal, Inc. For July it was 
27,300 pounds and for August it was 33,760 pounds. 
 
Alderman Bork moved and Alderman Charles seconded to adjourn the ADJOURNMENT 
meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Sisler, yes, Rose, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and 
Bork, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 
 
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the October 11, 2011 regular meeting. 
 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
 
 
 
  
    


