
MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 10, 2013 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MOUNT CARROLL 
CITY COUNCIL      
 
Ms. John Ricketts rang the bell to announce the start of the meeting.    RINGING OF BELL 
Mayor Carl Bates called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.   CALL TO ORDER 
Roll call: Mayor Carl Bates, present, Aldermen Tom Charles, present, ROLL CALL 
Jim Rose, present, Bob Sisler, present, Doug Bergren, present, Mike Risko, present, and Joe Grim, 
present.  
Alderman Sisler led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Mr. John Ricketts gave the invocation. 
 
Alderman Rose moved and Alderman Risko seconded to approve the MINUTES 
minutes of the November 26, 2013 regular meeting as presented. Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, 
Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and Grim, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion 
was carried.  
  
Alderman Charles moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to authorize   ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
the payment of the accounts payable to date for the month of December 2013 as approved by the finance 
committee. Roll call vote: Aldermen Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Grim, yes, and 
Charles, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried.  
 
Mayor Bates reported the bank account balances were at $443,807.27  FINANCIAL REPORT  
as of today before the accounts payable are paid.  
          COMMITTEES 
Alderman Charles reported of the December 10th finance committee meeting: FINANCE 

1. The bills were reviewed and approved.  
2. Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation HOLIDAY BONUS 

to approve the payment of the Holiday bonus to the city employees as stated in the Employee 
Handbook. Roll call vote: Aldermen Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Grim, yes, Charles, 
yes, and Rose, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried.  

3. Alderman Charles presented the finance committee recommendation  HOLIDAY AD 
to approve the purchase of the Holiday ad with the Mirror Democrat newspaper at the cost of 
$88.00. Roll call vote: Aldermen Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, Grim, yes, Charles, yes, Rose, yes, 
and Sisler, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. The motion was carried. 

4. Alderman Charles presented a spreadsheet indicating the past TIF  TIF EXPENSES 
disbursements and those that are proposed for this year. All council members to review for 
possible action at the next meeting on December 23rd.  

5. It was noted that the Crown Victoria squad car was in the shop again.  
 
Under old business Mayor Bates reported he had been contacted by Ms. UPDATE OF THE HAAS 
JoAnne Haas about having the renters return to the building located at the BUILDING 
corner of Market and Carroll Streets. Mayor Bates and City Attorney Ronald Coplan stated that the next 
court date to meet with Ms. Haas was scheduled for December 18th. Mayor Bates stated that he told Ms. 
Haas that they would be indicating to the judge that the repair was completed to a point where the 
building was habitable.  
Mayor Bates also reported that he would be providing some information from the NIU network to 
consider as a vendor for the city to start using the iFiber. 
 
Mayor Bates announced that he would direct the one half day before  HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
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Christmas and New Years Day as allowed paid time off added to the employee’s Holiday benefit for this 
year’s season.  
  
Under general audience Mr. John Ricketts, 123 W. Benton Street,   GENERAL AUDIENCE 
commented that he has been concerned about the traffic along his block. He stated it just seems like 
some individuals are driving very fast. He has children and this is a dangerous combination along this 
block. The council members present stated that they would discuss this matter at the police committee 
meeting on December 23rd.  
 
Mayor Bates noted the correspondence from the Rivers to Ridges Network, the USDA Rural 
Development office and State Representative Brian Stewart. 
 
Alderman Grim moved and Alderman Bergren seconded to adjourn the ADJOURNMENT 
meeting. Roll call vote: Aldermen Charles, yes, Rose, yes, Sisler, yes, Bergren, yes, Risko, yes, and 
Grim, yes. Vote: 6 yeses and 0 noes. Mayor Bates adjourned the meeting at 7:42 p.m. 
 
  
The Mount Carroll City Council approved these minutes at the December 23, 2013 regular meeting. 
 
Julie A. Cuckler 
City Clerk & Collector 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


